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2 S SE

1 — M3BopHu Tu, npBa nojioBuHa [V Beka u ctapuju

2 — OcHOBHH THII, IpyTa rmojioBuHa [V u mpea 3 — PasBujenu T, npyra
1oJj0BUHA V BeKa nosnosuHa VI Beka

Cn.13. Pa3Boj u tunosu kpu3MoHa: 1 — M3BopHu tum (mpBa nonosuna IV Beka u cTapuju);
2 — OcHOBHH THII, IpyTa nojgosuHa IV u mpBa nonosuHa V Beka;
3 — Pa3Bujenu tum, apyra nosiosuHa VI Beka (npema W. Hukonajesuh)

Fig. 13. The development and types of Chrismon: 1 — The original type, first half of the IV
century and older; 2 — The basic type, second half of the IV and first half of the V century; 3
— The developed type, second half of the VI century (according to I. Nikolajevi¢)

HEaBHO OTKpWBEHY OpoH3aHy orpany. Ilomrto ce oBo Hamehe kao Ta4HoO,
“Mamo Jiobap pasiior, y3ehn y 003up CIMYHOCT MOTHBA Ha OPOH3aHO] OTpa i
ca MapareTHOM IUIOYOM, J1a Cy CKYJINTOPH, Ka0 U CIMKApH YIJIEAAIN Ha CBOjE
OKpY’KeHhe, O HHCIIMPHCAHN MOTHBIMA Ca HOBOOTKPHBEHE OpOH3aHe orpa/ie,
nouere y Hum y apyroj momoBunu IV Beka.30 V ckiiany ca HOBHM yueeM,
IJ1aBy Mejy3e WM JiaBa 3aMEHWJIM Cy KpyroMm y Kpyry. HajeepoBarHuje je y
TO BpeMe, KpajeM [V Beka, HauMmbeHa HUIIKA MapaneTHa mioda. 1 mapanetne
II04e Koje Ccy jefHake ca Huikom, u3 Cupmujyma u Kaparaiia, carnenane cy
kao xpumrhancke Hactane y IV Beky.3! JlatoBame Haille Iiode ca CBEICHUM
kpusMoHOM y IV Bek, ykiama ce y NpeasioxKeHy THUIIOIOTHjy IJIo4a ca OBUM

30 M. Vasic, Has. geao, 79 - “HajBepoBatHuje je oneTa Ha Menujany 3a Bpeme 60paBka
napa Jymmjana y Hummy 361.”
31 1. Nikolajevic, Sahranjivanje....., 684.
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Cn.14. Manactupusa, Canona

Fig. 14. Manastirine, Salona

MOTHBOM Ka0 OCHOBHH, HacTao kpajeM [V Beka, u3 kora he vemro kacuuje, y V
u VI Bexy, pasHuM KOMOWHaBIMjaMa, HACTaTH pa3BUjeH Tull. M reomerpujcka
OpHaMEHTAI[H]ja OTIPe/IeIby]je HUIIKY IUI0YY Y PAHOXPHUITHaHCKH IEPUOJ U BpEMe
(opMupama BU3aHTHjCKE CKYIIITYpE.

[TapaneTna rioda n3 Hunra oTkpuBeHa je y CeKyHIapHO] YIOTPeOH MTO
OTe)XaBa JaToBamke W MPaBUIHO carienaBawe. Mnak, orBopeHa je MoryhiHocT
3a, MUIJbEHAa CMO, OCHOBAHE MPETIIOCTaBKE KOje MOTY OUTH OJf KOPUCTU Kao
pamHa xunoTe3a 3a Oyayha WcTpakmBama koja OM ce TOTBpIMIA MOTyhnMm
HOBUM OTKpuhuma.

OBaj nerasb apXUTEKTOHCKE CKYJIITOBAaHE NEKOpAIlHje, OBAKO H3IBOjCH,
HE TIpy’ka MOTYhHOCT Ia ce TauyHO OfIpEeIH H-eroBa HaMEHAa M MECTO TIC je
ctajao. Mehytum, To mITO je mioya OTKpUBEHA Y XaMHjH, Koje ¢y yecto rpaheHa
Ha cTapuM XpHUITNAHCKUM KyJITHAM MECTHUMa, HABOJHM Ha IIPETIIOCTABKY Ia
ce y HermocpeaHoj OMM3MHMA XaMuje Halla3u xpumhancku xpam. O 1mocrojamy
KyJATHOT 00jeTa Ha OBOM INIPOCTOPY YKa3yjy W CHUTHHjH MPEAMETH OTKPHUBEHHU
apXEOJIOIIKAM HCKOIaBambiMa MPEHNO3HATIFUBE KYJITHE HaMeHe: (pparMeHTH
CYXapUCTHIKOT JFCKA, CHKOJITHOHU, YKUIIIHN YKPAIICHH KPU3MOHOM U KOLIKHUIIE
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Ol CTaKJICHE IacTe MPecByYeHe 3nmarHuM JuctoM.32 Hamehe ce mpernocraBka
Jla je oBa MapareTHa IUIoYa MpUIagalia OJTAPHO] MPerpaau OONMKIE IPKBE
YHje MOCTOjamke HUje pa3perieHo. Huje nekibydeHo a je mioda 1eo perpagHor
suna u3mely OpomoBa OaszmimKe, MOXK/IA je O/[Bajalia HEKH MPOCTOP Y CKIIOIY
Maptupujyma y Jaromn Manu, Kao OoHa jefHaka woj u3 Kaparama,33 wmm je,
nak, orpahusana rpo6 Hexor umyhuujer Hummrje. OBo nuTame 3a cajia Mopa
OCTaTH OTBOPEHO.

OTBapa ce U MUTame y K0joj KIecapckoj paJMOHULM je u3pal)eHa HUILKa
wioya. Axo mioue u3 Kaparama u CupMmujyma, kKoje Cy jeqHAKe ca HUIIKOM,
npema M. Huxonajesuh, BepoBaTHO MOTHYY M3 UCTOT areibea,34 OHJla MOCTOjU
no0ap pasiior 3a MPEeTIIOCTaBKy Ja je U miova u3 Huma n3armia u3 Tor atesbea.
[Tnoue n3 Kaparama, Cupmujyma u Huia, ca jeHaKUM JEKOPaTHBHAM MOTHBOM
W 3aHaTCKOM 00pajioM, MO CBOj NPMJIHMIM, HacTajle Cy Y HCTOj KIEecapckoj
panvoHuLHA.

ITojaBy npentnunnx mwioda y Cupmujymy n Kaparamry M. Huxonajesuh
o0jammaBa peyHuM caobOpahajemM koju ce omsujao JlyHaBom u CaBom.33
Ortkpuhe ucre mioue y Humry Mmoke ce o0jacHUTH Ha jenHak HauwH. Ha perm
Humasu je y III Beky, To 3Hamo, OMO pasBujeH caoOpahaj ca OpomoBuMa
KojuMa Cy cHa0/eBamy JieTHje U mpuodaliHe TpasioBe, 0K ¢y ce y rpaay Humry
obyuaBanu MopHapu.36 Huje Temko mpeTmocTaBUTH Aa ce peuHu caodpahaj
HunraBom oneujao u y IV Beky. Beza m3melyy Humma u mynaBckor mumeca y [V
BEKy je moTBpheHa mocrojameM paJroHUIIEC 3a U3pajly BOjHE ONpeMe Koja je
CHa0JeBaa JIervje Ha AyHaBcKoj rpanunu.3’ Bogenu myresu Hurrase, Mopage
u /lyHaBa, y3 MOTHB, jOII jeAaHITyT 00jeaumbyjy miode u3 Huma, Kaparama u
Cupmujyma. Y To Bpeme, jeZIHAKO Cy Ce H3BO3HIIM F'OTOBH KJISCAPCKH POU3BOIN
W3 YIIIeHNX [IeHTapa ¥ OHU HACTAJH Y TIPOBHUIM]CKUM paJMOHHIIaMa.38

I'me ce Hamasmia pajJuoHUIA Y K0joj cy m3paljeHe cBe TPH ILI0Ye, TEIIKO
je pehu. Mnak, 10KyMEHTOBAHO je IMOCTOjamke pa3inyuThHX 3aHata y Hunry. Beh
y 1II Beky y Humry, mopen npyrux 3aHara, IOCTOjH JIOKaJHA KaMEHOpE3auKa
pamuonuua (lapicidinae) y xojoj page nomahu ckynanropu u kiecapu. [pyda
o0Opajia TIojeIMHUX CKYINTypa U maneorpadcke oUIMKe TEKCTOBa, yKazyjy Ja
Cy JIOKaJTHH KJiecapy OWJIM aKTUBHHM Y HUIIKUM pajinoHuiiaMa u y IV Beky.3% ¥
JEIHOj TaKBOj PaIMOHHUITN MOTJIA je HACTATH M HHUIIIKA IJI0Ya.

Tpeba mpuxBaTHUTH, YUHH HaM c€ MOTBphEHY IMPETHOCTAaBKY, Ja C€ H
CKYJIIITOP HHUIIKE II0YE, jeTHAKO CIMKapy rpoOHuIe y Jaromqun Mamw, yrienao

32 P. Jbyounkosuh, Tephasa, Huw - cpegro8ek068HO Hacesme, ApXEOOUIKH Tpe-
rnen 4, beorpan 1962, 255, 257-260; /[HesHuk ca apxeosouwikux uckoilasarba, JokyMeHTa-
1uja 3aBojia 3a 3aLITUTY CIIOMEHHKa KynType Hum.

33 G. Milosevic, Has. geao, 284.

34 1. Nikolaleve, Sahranjivanje ..., 685.

35 Ucino, 685.

36 I1. Merposuh, Huwt y anuuko goda, Huiu 1976, 32,52 - na cy ce BOjHHIIH 3a CITYKOY
y Moprapuu oby4dasanu ny Humy notspbyje cnomennk Jlymuja Kacnja Karnma, Mmoprapmaxor
perpyra cenme Knayaunjese neruje Haben y Humikoj Tphasu.

37 I1. Ilerposuh, Has. geno, 126/7; Ct. Notitia dignitatum, or. XI, 37.

38 1. Hukonakesuh, Has. geno, 11,26.

39 TI. IletpoBuh, Has. geao, 155-159.
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Ha OTKpUBEHY OpoH3aHy orpazay. Kao 1a je Hamia mova Aeno MajcTopa Heke
JIOKaJTHE PaJMOHUIIC KOje Cy YBEK, yBakaBajyhw IWKTaTe W3 YMETHHYKHX
[EHTapa, HANA3WIN MHCIHPAINjy W3 CBOT HETOCPETHOT OKpPYXema Kao Ieo
3aTeueHe JIOKAIHE TPaJuIMje, YMETHHYKOI Tpakerma M 3aXTeBa Hapyduolla.
Bpon3zana orpaza je mobap pasior 1a ce y HUIIKOM aTeJbey MPUXBATH OBaj MOTUB
U €BOJIyHpA JI0 CTHIIM30BAHOT KPU3MOHA, KOji Tpeba IMPEro3HaTH y BpeMe Kaaa
je XpuirhaHCTBO y3WMaJIo Maxa y OBHM KpajeBHMa, Kao ommTenpuxBaheHo
peuiewe y Hury, Beh tana, jakom ynopuiry xpuinhana.40 [TonaBibameM crapor
 3a XpumrhaHe YUT/BHBOT MOTHBA, KJIecap je 3a70BOJFHO YKYC CPEITUHE 32 KOjy
je paamo. OBakBO MOIPKABAKHE CTAPHX YMETHUYKAX MOTHBA IIPEIIO3HATIHHBO j&
3a 11e0 Cpemby BeK,4! ma OHO BaKM M 32 paHOBH3aHTH]CKY YMETHOCT y Huy.
Y Humry je mpencTaBibeH CBEEH OOIMK KPHU3MOHA KOjU j€ MOTao HAcTaTH y
JIOKAJIHO] PAMOHUI KAa0 IPOTOTUII OPOH3aHE Orpajie urja je JeKoparuja Ouia
CBaKOM pa3yMJbHBa U MOCEOHO yBakaBaHA. 3a OYCKHBATH j¢ Ja Cy JIOKAITHE
3aHATIMje OpPHAMEHTE W3BOIWIM TOJ YTHIAjeM OKPYXKEHa y KOME CTBapajy,
yrienajyhn ce Ha oOmmkme yrienHe npumepe. OHU ce HHCY W3/Bajallid
on mpeosnalyjyher TpeHaa koju ce orena y CBEISHO] T€OMETPU3ALHUjU H
[0jeTHOCTaBJbUBaky OpHaMeHTuke. Bpemenowm, pesbed je cBe Goraruju, mro
j€ TOCITY)KIJIO Ka0 BPEMEHCKA OJPEIHUIIA 32 HAITy IUI0UY.42

Hawmehe ce, mopes cBera, umak cMeo 3akjbydak, Jia Cy IJIOYe ca HJCH-
TUYHUM MOTHBOM ca HuIIkoMm, u3 Kapartama u Cupmujyma, uspaleHe y
HUIIKO] PalMOHHULIH, U, JeAHAKO BOJHO] OIIPEMH NMpou3BeaeHo] y Huiry, peunum
mytem cturie 1o JynaBa — Kaparama n Cupmujyma. Hum je nmao mokanHy
CKYJINTOPCKY PaIMOHMITY PETMO3HATy Y MOTHBY OBE IapareTHe Iioye, IMITo He
Tpeba cXBaTUTH Kao crenuduynoct Humkor aresbea. Kacuuje y VI cronehy,
ca BHILIEC apryMeHara, y Hayld je OTBOPCHO IHTAaE MOCTOjarba CPESIUILTA
CKyJIITOpCKe mIKkoiie y Humry, unme ce 3a0KpysKyje 3Ha4aj JIOKATHE CKYIITOPCKE
TPaIMIIFje U CTAPUjUX CIIOMEHHMKA Kao IITO je Hamla mioda.43

Hema cymme 1a je oBaj €0 IPKBEHOT HaMellTaja MOTao HacTaTH Y
BpeMeHY M3BECHOT Oiarocrama 1 ciiobose xpuirhaHcke Bepe. Kao poxnu rpaj
napa Koncrantuna, Humn je cBoj HajBehu MONUTHYKK, EKOHOMCKH, KYITypHHU
MPOIBAT U lyXOBHU MpeoOpaxaj noxkuseo y IV Beky. borarty panoxpumhancky
nponutoct Huma, y3 apxeosoke Hanase, HOTBphyjy ¥ mucanu n3Bopu. YyBeHH
xpunthanckn muciunan u3 1V Beka, cB. Bukrpunmje HaBoagu Hum kao jenan
Ofl 3HAMCHHUTHUX I'PAJIOBa Y KOME C€ UyBajy PEIUKBUjE MYUYCHHUKA ITOCTPALATNX
3a XpUCTOBY Bepy. Hutr je mo yrneny Ha Behe Maroasujcke IieHTpe OHO rpaj
MydeHuka - Martirionolis. To je Bpeme kajga je Huim yrieqHo €mUCKOTICKO

40 M. Pakoumja, Marnaciiupu u upxee 2paga Huwa, 13-21; Vicru, Kyaitiypna pusnu-
ua Huwa, 46-62.

41 A. Grabar, Skulptures byzantines de Constantinople (IVe - Xe) siécle. Bibl. archéol.
et hist. de I’Inst. francais. d’archéol. d’Istanbul XVII, Paris 1963, 96-97; 1. Hukonajesuh,
Miscellanea o cpegrboeexosHoj ckyaitiiypu y Jyzocaasuju, 3PBU XVIII, Beorpan 1978,
229.

42 . Hukonajesuh, [Ipuno? ipoyuasary susanitiujcke ckyaiiiype og 10 go 12
eexa uz Makegonuje u Cp6uje, 3PBU 4, Beorpap 1956, 157-186.

43 U. Hukomajesuh, Panosusaritiujcka gexopaitiusHa ilaacitiuka y MaxegoHuju,
Cpb6uju L{pnoj I'opu, Beorpayp 1957, 59.
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CEeIUINTE, YHje enucKore 3HaMo nouMenune. [Ipeu 3a xora 3Hamo je Kupujak
(Cyriacus) xoju ce ciomumse mpe cabopa y Cepauku (Codwuja) 343. roqune. Ha
cabopy y Cepnuxu npucyctByje KuprjakoB HaCIeIHUK U MIPOTUBHUK CTTHCKOIT
laynennumje. ayneHnujy, BaTpeHOM TPOTHBHUKY apHjaHCTBA, MPHIPYXKYje
ce cB. Aranacuje Benmnku. O ymeny rpana Humra roBopu momarak ma mocie
cabopa y Cepnuku, y Hum nonasu cB. Atanacuje na 6u Yckpc nodekao 334.
rofMHe ca cBOjuUM mpujaresbem [ayneHnujem. CB. Aranacuje Bemuku ocraje
y Humry, 3a odekuBatu je, cee g0 350. romuHe, OJHOCHO JO CMPTH Iiapa
Koncranca, Biajjapa 3ana/iHor Jiejia HapcTBa U 3allTHTHHKA TIPaBOCIIaBHE Bepe.
IIpucyctBo cB. Atanacuja y Hurry HecyMIBHBO C€ OApa3HIIO0 Ha IyXOBHU KUBOT
U YMETHUYKO CTBapalalliTBO rpana.44 Y TakBoj MyXOBHO] KIUMHU H3paljeHa je
Hallla TapareTHa 1oya.

VY HemocTarky KaTalOUIKe CHUCTEMATH3aldje IMOKYIIaad CMO Ja Ha
OCHOBY H3[BOjEHHX IIpPHMEpa MaparleTHHX IUI0Ya ca MPOCTOpa OBOT Jeia
Bankana, nohemo o BuIe momaraka O HAIIOj IDIOYU U TAKO JOIMYHUMO HAIle
3Hake O yMeTHOoCcTH mpBHX Xpumhana Hwumra. [locrme anamm3e HacraHka
MIAJICOBU3AaHTHjCKUX TIPETpaja, IPEIIOKILTI CMO TeHEe3y H THITOJOTH]y Pa3Boja
MapareTHUX IUI0Ya ca MOTHBOM KpH3MoOHa. HamoBesaBmm ce Ha jocamamima
3Hamba y HayIH KOja reHe3y KPH3MOHa cariieiaBa Kpo3 JIB€ YKPIITCHE JIETBE, KOje
CMO TIPETIO3HAIN Kao W3BOpHH THII. [Tode ca cBeeHoM npeacTaBoM KpU3MOHA
U3BOJHJIM CMO K40 OCHOBHHU THII, KOjH MPETXOAM Yy HAYIM YCTaHOBJHEHOM
pa3BUjEHOM THITY. Y3 ca3Hamke Jia je OBaj MOTHUB JICO OMIITET 3Haka, yKa3aln
cMo Ha Moryhe yriieame Ha IIpeJIMeTe U3 OKpY)Kera Kao MEeTOJI CTBapasallTBa
HUIIKUX yMeTHHKA. [oKyIanu cMo J1a yTBPIUMO MOCTOjarhbe HUIIKOT aresbea
y IV Beky ozakiie cy ce oBaKkBe ILIOYE M3BO3WUIIE 10 MyHABCKOr juMeca. Hoa
oTkpuha maparneTHHX IJI049a OCHOBHOT THIA Y Hully U OKoNuHE yMHOTOME OH
pa3perinia OBJIe H3JI0KEHA Pa3MHUILIbarha.

Misa Rakocija

ON THE PARAPET SLAB FROM NIS AND ON THE ORIGIN AND TYPOLOGY
OF EARLY-BYZANTINE PARTITIONS

The Ni§ parapet slab njas discovered in 1972 in the central part of the Ni§ Fortress,
during art-conservation njorks in the Belim-Bey Mosljue. The sandstone slab njas found as
having been used as a secondary material for the floor in the Belim-Bey Mosljue, turned
front-side donjn.

44 M. Pakoumja, Manaciiupu u upkee ....., 13-15; Vicrn, Kyaiiypna pusnuua...,
41-43; Victu, Panosusanitiujcka zpoOHuua Ha csog kog ceaa Kaucypa tiopeg Huwa u
Kpatiax ocepiti Ha ipobaem 3acsegerux 2pooHuua, Hum u Busantuja I1, 360pHuK pajoBa
ca Hay4Hor ckyna, Hum 2004, 157/8; R. Bartoz, Die Entwicklung der Kirchen-Organisation in
der Westabalkan Provinzen (4.bis 6. Jahrhundert), Miscellanea Bulgarica 5, II Internation-
alen Symposium Haskovo, Bulgarien, 10.-13.jun 1986, Wien 1987, 149-160., n.21; Socratis
Sholstici, Ecclesiastica Historia, 1, 36; 11, 12
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Our parapet slab is the only knonjn example from the territory of Ni§ njhose form
and appearance can be discussed on the basis of a preserved dranjing. The slab is divided
into tnjo sljuare panels framed njith a single strip. The panel inside contains tnjo engraved
diagonally crossed strips stretching to the panel corners. The other tnjo crossed strips form
a Greek cross extended throughout the entire height and njidth of the panel. Right-angled
isosceles triangles are formed betnjeen the arms of the cross and the diagonal strips. The
spot in njhich arms of the cross and diagonals of the strips intersect is plastically marked by
a circle njith another smaller circle inside it. The relief decoration of the Nis§ slab, looking
like a Chrismon formed of a cross and a letter ,,X“, gives solid ground for a more profound
discussion about the genesis and development of this concrete geometric motif on such type
of partition slabs.

A fence bears the symbolism of a separated place. It has been accepted that the origin
and development of the geometric motif found in the Ni§ slab should be traced back to the
antiljuity, to the imitation of a njooden fence made of tnjo beams diagonally crossed njithin a
sljuare frame. Eusebius gives evidence of this in his ,,Ecclesiastical History®, describing the
places separated by ,,latticed njooden partitions®.

A universal latticed enclosure njas used for constructing partitions in different spaces.
The enclosure consists of a metal trellis or njooden lattice screen made in the form of the
letter ,,X*“ and stone transennas or a line of stone slabs separating a specific cultic area in a
temple and a necropolis, or a place of honor in a palace, a hippodrome or a theatre. There are
plenty of such examples, particularly from the time njhen Christianity stepped in the histori-
cal scene. Some of them are the frieze on the Constantine’s triumphal arch from the end of the
IV century, the relief on the obelisk of Theodosius in Constantinople and the consular diptych
of the Lampadia family dating from about 450.

In the early Christian cultic practice, tombs of martyrs used to be enclosed by similar
structures. Parapet slabs also fenced in the graves of njealthy persons, as a substitute for
sarcophagus. In early Christian churches, the Holy Table njas separated by an altar partition
njhich represented in fact a fence around a tomb and the ambo. During these first centuries of
Christianity, the central nave njas separated from the side-aisles in basilicas first by njooden
lattice enclosures and later by partition slabs. This is confirmed by Eusebius (Ibid, X, 4, 39).
The same motif is found in early Christian fresco painting, particularly in the decoration of
crypts. This, nje may call it original type of latticed enclosure made of diagonally positioned
laths njithin sljuare frames njere used at the end of the IV century, among other places, in the
early Christian crypt located in the area of Jagodin Mala in Nis, as njell.

The picture of such enclosure in the crypt in Ni§ should not be regarded only as a
coincidence and an established practice derived from its accepted symbolism of separating
this njorld from the njorld beyond, but it should also be seen as a result of the artistic inspira-
tion in the contemporary Nis, be it monumental ecclesiastical painting or church or secular
movables. Upon the discovery of the bronze fence in Mediana, our hypothesis proved to be
true. We can nonj go further and indicate a conclusion that this very fence njas before the
eyes of a painter njho frescoed the njalls of the early Christian crypt in Jagodin Mala. This
similarity betnjeen the painted enclosure of the Garden of Eden in the crypt and the bronze
fence shall serve us as a foothold for dating our slab and comprehending the development of
its relief ornament.

The same ornament, probably dating from the same period as the bronze fence and the
frescoed crypt in Jagodin Mala, is discovered in Sirmium (Sremska Mitrovica), Salona and
Karata$ (Diana), as njell as in the mosaic techniljue in the nympheum in Mediana and in the
Palace of Diocletian in Split, all from the IV century. It is also found on the sarcophagus lid
in the Church of Saint Apollinaire in Clase in Ravenna, originating from the V century.

The geometric motif from the Ni§ slab is identical njith the motifs from knonjn para-
pet slabs in Karata$ and Sirmium.

It represents a simplified, stylized to the perfection, motif of Chrismon, njhich should
be best referred to as the basic type, derived from the so-called original type identified in tnjo
diagonally crossed lattices. The basic type, njhich njas enriched in the course of time, is dis-
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tinguished as the developed type. The developed type of Chrismon is dated to the second half
of'the VI century. It is preceded by the suggested basic Chrismon type that should be dated to
the second half of the IV century, or not later than the first decades of the V century.

The assumption that the painters of the Heavenly Fence in the crypt had the recently
uncovered bronze fence in their sight may be of importance for fixing the date of the Nis slab
origin. Since this assumption has proved true, nje have good reason to state, considering the
similarity of the bronze fence and the parapet slab motifs, that sculptors and painters njere
inspired by the motifs of the bronze fence, njhich had been brought to Nis in the second half
of the IV century. In conformity njith the nenj trend, they replaced the head of Medusa or lion
by a circle njithin a circle (Christ and God). The parapet slab from Ni$ njas most probably
produced in this period, that is, at the end of the IV century.

This detail of the architectonic sculptured decoration, thus singled out, does not en-
able accurate determination of its purpose or position. The idea is therefore imposed that this
parapet slab belonged to an altar partition of a nearby church njhose existence has not yet
been asserted, or it njas a part of a partition njall betnjeen the aisles of a basilica, or, maybe,
it separated certain space njithin the martyry in Jagodin Mala like the similar one in Karatas,
or enclosed the tomb of a njealthy citizen of Nis.

Another ljuestion to be ansnjered is also in njhich stone-mason’s njorkshop the Ni§
slab njas produced. Since the identical slabs from Karata$ and Sirmium originate from the
same njorkshop, the slab from Ni§ must have been made in it, as njell.

The appearance of identical slabs in Sirmium and Karatas njas explained by river traf-
fic along the Danube and the Sava. The discovery of the same slab in Ni§ may be explained
in the same manner. The connection betnjeen Ni§ and the Danube limes in the IV century
has been confirmed by the existence of a njorkshop for the production of military eljuipment
njhich supplied the legions on the Danube border. Waternjays of the rivers Nisava, Morava
and Danube, together njith the motif, also link the slabs from Nis, Karata$ and Sirmium.

It is not easy to decide on the njhereabouts of the njorkshop in njhich all the three slabs
njere made. A conclusion arises that the slabs from Karatas and Sirmium, njith the same motif
as the Nis one, njere produced in the njorkshop in Nis and, like the army eljuipment made in
Nis, reached Karata§ and Sirmium on the Danube by the same njaternjay.

In default of classified catalogue systematization, nje have tried to compile more data
on our slab based on the separated examples of parapet slabs from this area of the Balkans
and thus supplement our knonjledge about the art of the first Christians of NiS. Upon com-
pleting the analysis of early-Byzantine partitions, nje suggested the genesis and typology
of the development of parapet slabs njith the motif of Chrismon. Follonjing past scientific
knonjledge, in njhich the genesis of a Chrismon is perceived in tnjo crossed lattices, nje have
recognized it as the original type. The slabs njith a simplified Chrismon image have been dis-
tinguished as the basic type, njhich precedes the developed type determined by the science.
Alongside njith comprehending that this motif represents a part of common knonjledge, nje
have suggested possible modeling on surrounding objects as a method of creative endeavors
of artists from Nis. We have tried to identify the existence of an atelier in Nis in the 4th centu-
ry, from njhich such slabs could have been exported all the njay to the Danube limes. Further
discoveries of basic-type parapet slabs in Ni§ and its surroundings njould significantly help
solving here exposed dilemmas.






