IN MEMORIAM

Akademik dr SLOBODAN CURCIC
Axkagemuk ap CJIOBOJJAH hYPUU'h
(1940-2017)

Slobodan Curé¢i¢ was born in
Sarajevo in the former Yugoslavia in
1940 and grew up in Belgrade where
he received his elementary and high
school education. At the age of 20
he left home to study architecture at
the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign, where he acquired the
nickname of Danny, used by his
American friends. There he completed
both a B.Arch and a M.Arch degree in
architecture. Upon completion of the
second degree, he moved to New York
City to work on his doctorate under the
renowned scholar of Early Christian

Cnoboman hypuuh je pohen y
CapajeBy y OuBmioj Jyrocnasuju, 1940.
rojiMHe U ozipactao je y beorpany rie
j€ 3aBpIIHO OCHOBHY M CPEIbY IIKOJIY.
Ca 20 romuHa je HamycTHO JIOM Ja Ou
CTYAMPA0 apXUTEKTypy Ha YHUBEP3UTETY
Wnmunonc, YpoOana-lllammenn rae je
noono Haymumak JleHw, Kako cy ra
3BAJIM FHETOBH AMEPHYKH IIPHjaTCIbHL.
Tamo je mUIUTOMHpPAO U MAarucTPHPao
Ha apxuTeKTypu. HakoH Marucrparype,
npecenmo ce y Ibyjopk Cutm 11e je
paaMo Ha JIOKTOPCKHM CTy/IdjamMa Koj
MO3HATOI' HAayYHHKA paHOXpHUIINaHCKe
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and Byzantine architecture, Richard
Krautheimer, completing his degree in
1975.

As he later told a friend, at this
point he was keeping his options open.
If he was able to find a job in academia,
he would stay in America and be an ar-
chitectural historian; if not, he would
return to Belgrade and be an architect.
Fortunately for all of us in the field of
Byzantine art and architecture, Curéi¢
was offered a position in the School
of Architecture at his alma mater, the
University of Illinois, where he taught
from 1971 to 1982. It was during this
period that he published a revised ver-
sion of his dissertation, Gracanica.
King Milutin’s Church and Its Place
in Late Byzantine Architecture
(University Park, 1971), representing
the first major study in English of an
important medieval Serbian monu-
ment and establishing Cur¢i¢ as an up
and coming scholar in the field of ar-
chitectural history.

In 1982 he accepted a position at
Princeton University, where he would
remain until his retirement in 2010.
There he continued to publish articles
and books on a wide range of topics,
showing his natural intellectual curios-
ity in buildings and ideas from a vari-
ety of places and periods. He was soon
recognized as one of the world’s lead-
ing historians of Byzantine architec-
ture, which led to numerous invitations
to lecture and to publish further work
as well as teach the next generation
of scholars in the field. As a student,
I participated in seminars he taught on
towers, funerary architecture, and pal-
ace architecture; later seminars exam-
ined Byzantine housing, regionalism
and Serbian medieval architecture.

His seminars were directly con-
nected with his research which includ-
ed articles and books on those very

W BHU3AHTHjCKC apXUTEKType, Pruapna
Kpayrxajmepa rae je mokropupao 1975.
TOJIMHE.

Kako je kacHmje  mpuyao
npujaresby, y TOM TpPEHYTKy je Ouo
OTBOpeH 3a pazHe MoryhHocTH. Y ciydajy
Jia Halje TIocao Ha akaJIeMHju, 0CTao OU
y AMepunM W pampio Kao HCTOpUYap
ApXHUTEKType, a ako He, BPaTHo O ce y
Beorpan u mocrao apxutekra. Ha cpehy
3a CBE HAC KOjH ce 0aBUMO BU3aHTH]CKOM
y™MmetHOIhYy M apXUTEKTypoM, Ryprunhy
je monyheno wmecro y Ilkomm 3a
APXUTEKTYPY, HA HETOBOM  MAaTHUYHOM
VYuusepsurery y MWmmHoncy rhe je
npenagao on 1971. mo 1982. romuwe.
Bam y To Bpeme, 06jaBuo je peBHaupany
Bep3Hjy CBoje uceprainmje, [ payanuria.
pxsa Kpaska MuiryTnHa 1 B-eHa yiora
Yy  KaCHOBHM3aHTH]CKO]  apXHUTCKTypH
(Iapx  Yameepsurer, 1971.), mro je
MPEICTAJbAIO TIPBY BEJIMKY CTYIW]y Ha
CHIVICCKOM jE3HKy O jeAHOM 3HAYajHOM,
CPEHbEBEKOBHOM CPIICKOM ~ CIIOMEHHKY
u mro je Rypunhy o6e36emuno mecto
Hay4YHHKa Y YCIIOHY Y 00J1acTH UCTOpHje
ApXHUTEKTYype.

1982. ronuHe je IpuxBaTHO MECTO
Ha YauBep3utery [IprHCTOH I1€ je pammo
cBe g0 cBoje memsmje 2010. rommHe.
Tamo je HacTaBro Ja 00jaBJbyje YIaHKe
Y KEbHTE U3 Pa3HUX 00J1acTH, okazyjyhu
CBOJy  TIPHPOJHY  WHTEIICKTYaJlHy
3HATIKEIBY 3a rpal)eBUHE W HAgje U3
pasHUX Teprofa M Kpajera. YOp3o0 je
MOCTa0 TO3HAT Kao jeiaH of Boxehnx
CBETCKMX HCTOpUYAapa  BU3AHTH]CKE
APXUTEKTYpPE IITO je AOBEJIO IO MHOIHX
MO3MBA J1a TOCTYje U APXKH IpeIaBarba
Y HAcTaBU ca ITyOJMKOBAamEM CBOjJUX
pazoBa kKao M ca TOIy4aBamk-eM HOBHX
reHepalyja HaydyHHKa y Toj OONacTH.
Kao cryment, yuectBoBao cam Ha
CeMUHapHMa TJe je TpeaBao o Kyjama,
APXUTEKTYpPU TPOOHMIIA U APXUTEKTYPU
ranara; KacHuje, Ha CeMHHapHMa T7e ce
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topics and more, but were also but a
part of his wide interests. He wrote
a chapter on the architecture of the
Martorana church of Norman Sicily
for Ernst Kitzinger’s book on the
church’s mosaics. Among other things,
he published articles on the Norman
Cappella Palatina, various Byzantine
and Serbian churches, Early Christian
Thessaloniki, the architecture of sub-
sidiary chapels, church architecture in
Cyprus, and changes in architectural
styles in medieval churches. While
he wrote many significant studies on
Early Christian and Byzantine reli-
gious buildings, he was also keenly in-
terested in secular architecture as well,
writing about Byzantine houses, late
antique palace architecture, and, with
his wife Evangelia Hadjitryphonos,
organized an exhibition and edited
a major catalog to go with it enti-
tled Secular Medieval Architecture
in the Balkans 1300-1500 and Its
Preservation (Thessaloniki 1997).

Having begun his scholarly
career with an interest in his native
land’s medieval architecture, his in-
terest in the subject never waned,
and wrote several articles on the top-
ic throughout his career. In the late
1980°s he began a project to study and
produce a “Corpus of Late Medieval
Ecclesiastical Architecture of Serbia,
1355-1459”. The political events of
the 1990s ended the project with only
one volume, on the church of Naupara,
being published (Belgrade 2000).
He became a member of the Serbian
Academy of Sciences and Arts in 1997
and in 2005 he was appointed to an
international expert committee on the
Rehabilitation and Safeguarding of
Cultural Heritage in Kosovo.

The year of his retirement,
2010, coincided with fulfillment of
two significant scholarly endeavors.

MPOy4aBajo BH3AHTHJCKO CTaHOBAIbE,
PErHoHaIN3aM 1 CPIICKa CPEIHEBEKOBHA

ApXUTEKTypa.
Werou cemunapu cy Owmn
JUPEKTHO IOBE3aHU €A  HETOBUM

HCTpaXUBambUMa Koje 00yxBara 4iiaHKe
U KIBUTC W3 TUX U JPYTHX OOIacT,
KOja Cy TpEe/CTaBbajia caMO Majd Ie0
IBCTOBIX ~ HMHTEpecoBama.  Hammcao
je TIOmIaBJbe O AapXHUTEKTYpH IPKBE
Mapropana, Hopmana Cucuimmja 3a
kwury EpHera Kusunrepa o npkseHuM
MozanimMa. Mamelyy ocranor, 06jaBuo je
YIaHKe O HOpMaHcKa Karenu [lanaruHa,
O pasHWM BHU3AHTHJCKMM M CPIICKHM
pKBama, o paHoxpuinhanckom ColyHy,
0 ApXHUTEKTYpU LPKBEHUX IIPUIIPATa,
0 apxXUTeKTypH IpkaBa Ha Kwumpy kao
U O TpOMEHaMa y CTHIy apXHTEKType
Y  CpEIbECBEKOBHMM  IpKBama. Y
TOKy paga Ha MHOTUM  3Ha4ajHUM
cTyqMjaMa O paHoM XpHIIhaHCTBY Y
BU3AaHTHjCKUM BEpCKUM TIpaljeBHHAMA,
OMo je jako 3aWHTEpEcOBaH 3a
CBETOBHY apXUTEKTypy, KaCHOAHTHYKY
ApXMTEKTypy THajara M ca CBOjOM
cynpyrom EBanrenujom XayuutpugoHoc
je opranm3oBao M3NOKOy W 00jaBHO
mparehu  Karajor Tox  HACIOBOM
CBeTOBHA CPEAIH-CBEKOBHA ApXUTEKTyPa
Ha bamkany y mepuomy 1300- 1500 u
meHa korsepsanyja (ComyH, 1997.on).

Kama je 3amoueo cBojy HaydHy
Kapujepy y o0OJacTH CpeImCBEKOBHE
APXUTEKType CBOje BIIACTUTE 3EMJBE,
bETOBO HMHTEPECOBABE 3a Ty TEMY
HMKaJa HUje MPecTajajio fa je Harlmcao
JOIII HEKOJIMKO YJIaHaKa U3 Te 00IacTH y
TOKy cBor pana. KacHux ocammeceTnx
je 3armoueo TpojeKar U3 Kora je HacTao
,,KOpITyC KacHe cpeimheBeKOBHE IIPKBEHE
apxutektype CpOuwje, y nepuomy
1355 — 1459”. Tlomutnuku norahaju y
JICBEZICCETMM TOMHAMA CY OKOHYAJe
TpojeKaT Koj MPBOT TOMa Ha TeMY LIPKBE
Haynapa oju je jenmHun u 00jaBJbeH
(Beorpaz, 2000. rox.). IToctao je unan
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The first was the organization of an-
other exhibition, working once again
with Evangelia, on “Architecture as
Icon”, displayed both in Thessaloniki
and at the University Art Museum in
Princeton and accompanied by a large
catalog that explored the use of im-
ages of architecture and their meaning.
The second was the publication of a
true magnus opus, The Architecture of
the Balkans, which in many ways was
a summation of his scholarly career.
Beginning with the time of Diocletian
and continuing to the Ottoman period,
Cur¢ié¢ shows his mastery of languages
as well as a vast amount of material to
tell a detailed story of secular and ec-
clesiastical architecture in southeast-
ern Europe, tracing its development
from common roots and demonstrating
parallels in architectural developments
in its various areas in a grand synthe-
sis, while showing little patience for
the nationalism that had often colored
previous local scholarship. This is a
work that will remain the standard on
this topic for many decades to come.

As a teacher, his instruction was
influenced by his training as an archi-
tect. One needed to understand the
plan, structure, and design elements
of a building before moving on to con-
textualization and issues like symbol-
ism. Soon after arriving at Princeton
he told me that he had been surprised
to discover that there were no plans or
other architectural drawings of Early
Christian and Byzantine buildings in
the slide collection and wondered how
it had been possible to teach students
without those drawings. He was de-
manding as a teacher, but always with
the student’s best interest at heart.

As a mentor he was equally de-
manding but very concerned that his
students had access to everything they
needed to be successful — research ma-

Cpricke akazemuje HayKe M YMETHOCH
1997. romuHe Kama je WMEHOBaH 3a
mehyrapomHor ekcriepra y Onbopy 3a
3aIITHTY M O4yBame KyJITypHOr Hacieha
Ha Kocogy.

lomHa meroBor omiacka y
niensujy, 2010. ronuHa, ce MOKJIoNMIa ca
IIBa 3HaYajHA Hay4dHa roxyxsara. [IpBu
je OWo opraHM3ammja Jpyre H3JI0XOe,
TIOHOBO y capammi ca Eaxremmjom
HAa TeMy ,,ApXHUTEKTypa Kao HKOHA’,
Koja je mpukazana u y ComyHy U Ha
Vuusepsutery  Myseja  yMeTHOCTH
y IlpuncToHy y3 KOjU je 00jaB/beH H
BENIMKMA KaraJor Koju je oOpahuBao
ynotpeQy CIUKa y apXUTeKTypd U
BUXOBO 3Haueme. Jlpyrm  Benmuku
MOy XBaT je OHO 00jaB/bUBAE U3Y3E€THO
BEJIMKOT oItyca, Apxutekrypa bamkana
IITO j€ MPEACTABIHANI0 HA MHOTO HaulHa
Tperiell FEroBe HaydHe Kapujepe.
[MouweBmm om moba Jlnokrenujana
npeko OtomaHckor mepuona, Rypumh
je TI0Ka3ao CaBpIICHCTBO Y jE3HWKy Kao
U y OIPOMHO] KOJIMYMHH MarepHjaja
3a JIeTaJbHy TIpU4y O CBETOBHO] M
LPKBEHO] apXUTEKTYpH y JYTOMCTOYHO]
Epporm, wm3yuaBajyhm  TparoBe Yy
IBCHOM Da3BOjy O CaMHX IOYeTaka U
JieMOHCTpUpajyhu maparesne y pasBojy
apXUTEKType Y pa3sHUM OOJacTHMa Koje
ce Cjelmbyjy y TPaHIMO3HY CHHTE3Y,
y HCTO BpeMme Tokazyjyhu wmaio
CTPIUBEH:A 38 HALMOHATIN3aM KOjH je 61o
KapaKTepUCTUYaH 3a paHuja JIOKaJIHA
n3ydaBama. 1o je neno koje he ocraru
Kao cTaHiapi y oBoj obmactu 3a Oyayhe
JICTICHH]E.

VY ®BeroBoM mpodecopckoM pay
Ce MOTao OCETUTH YTHIIa] METOIONOTH]e
Koja ce MpUMEbYje Y apXUTEKTYpH.
Cpako je Mopao Jia 3Ha IITa je IUIaH,
CTyKTypa, CIIEMEHTH  JM3ajHa Yy
rpaljeBHHApCTBY Tpe HETO IITO Ce KPEeHE
Ha KOHTCKCTyaJIM3allljy M TEMaTHKY
Kao IITO je cuMoOonm3aM. YOp30 HaKOH
nornacka y [lpuHCcTOH, pekao mu je na
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terials, funding for travel, access to
other scholars, all of whom seemed to
be his personal friends. In part because
of his reputation as a scholar and in
part because of his good reputation as
a mentor, Cur¢i¢ always had students
desirous of studying with him. In all he
supervised 27 Ph.D students, a signifi-
cant portion of the current generation
of Byzantine scholars in the United
States but in Serbia, Greece, Turkey,
Italy, and Israel as well. While I was
working on the Festschrift dedicated
to him (Approaches to Byzantine
Architecture and Its Decoration:
Studies in Honor of Slobodan Curéié,
co-edited with Robert Ousterhout and
Amy Papalexandrou (Brookline, VT,
2012), put together by many of those
students, he shared with me a copy of
his personal curriculum vitae. On the
pages listing the students whose dis-
sertations he had supervised, he had
written notes on those that had been
published as books, noting the date
and publisher. He was as proud of his
students’ work as he was of his own.
After his retirement, Cur¢i¢
moved to Thessaloniki, the home town
of his wife Evangelia. There he con-
tinued to be an active scholar, publish-
ing several articles and book chapters
on a variety of topics and participat-
ing in several conferences. A few days
after Christmas in 2015 he suffered
a stroke that abruptly robbed him of
the ability to continue his scholarship.
He was still able, however, to speak,
and his personality — friendly, quick-
witted, and good-natured as always
survived, even as he struggled with
the physical limitations it brought. His
health deteriorated during the follow-
ing year, with the effects of the stroke
leaving him weakened and unable to

je 6mo wm3HeHalieH kazma je OTKpHO Ja
HHCY TIOCTOjajI IUIAHOBM WIM JPYTH
LPTEKH apXUTEKTYpe XPHUIINAHCKUX H
BU3AHTHJCKUX Tpal)eBHHA y KOJIEKIHjH
JIMjario3UTHBA U YyJIHO Ce KAKO je OMIIo
Moryhe mnomy4aBard CTYAEHTE O TOME
0e3 mprexa. buo je jako 3axTeBaH Kao
npoecop, ali My je y CpIly yBeK OHIIO
HajBOKHUJE OHO IITO je y HajooJbeM
HHTEpeCy CTy/ICHaTa .

Kao meHTop je 6mo Takohe Beoma
3aXTEBaH, aJli CE M BEOMa aHIa)KOBAO 13
F-CTOBH CTY/ICHTH MIMajy MIPHICTYI CBEMY
IITO UM je MOTPeOHO Kako OW MOCTHIIIN
ycrex — MaTepHjajiy 3a UCTPAKUBAE,
HOBal[ 3a IIyTOBama, MOryhHOCT
KOHCYJITAlje ca JIPYrHM HAyYHHIMMA,
ca KojuMa je wu3niena OHO BeoMma
no0ap JIMYHU TpujaTesb. JlemiMuaHO
300r CBOje peryTalyje HaydyHHKa |
JEJIMMHYHO 300T CBOje  peryTarje
MeHTOpa, hypunh je yBek wMao
CTYJICHTE KOjU Cy JKeJIeNH Jia CTynupajy
KOIl Hera. YKyITHO je MeHTopucao 27
CTYJICHTa KOjU Cy IOOWJIM JTIOKTOPCKY
TUTYAy OJ KOJUX je BEIUKH Opoj
JaHallllbe  TCHepalyje  HayYHHKa
NPH3HATO Yy OONACTH BH3AHTOJIOTH)C
y Amepuny, amu takohe u y Cpoujw,
I'pukoj, Typckoj, Utaymju u M3paeny.
Jlok cam pawio Ha 30upim moceeheHoj
weMy y dact, ( [IpucTyrnu BU3aHTHjCKOj
APXUTEKTypH U FHCHUM YKPACHMA):
crymije y vact Cnobomana Rypuwnha,
y capaamu ca Aycrepxayc Pobeprom u
Ejmu Ilanmanexcaunpy (bpyxmun, BT,
2012) 1 MHOTHMM CTYJICHTHMA, OO0 caM
01 ’era Komujy myne ouorpaduje. Ha
CTPaHH TJIe CC HAJIa3H CITHCAK CTyIICHATA
YHje je AUcepTalje MEHTOPHUCAO, TIHCA0
je Oerelike 0 OHMM JieliMa KOjH CY
o0jaBjbeHa Kao KmbHIe, cTaBjbajyhu
JaTyM ¥ uMe u3naBauke kyhe. buo je
MOHOCaH Ha JieNla CBOJUX CTy/eHara
MCTO KOJIMKO M Ha CBOja BJIACTUTA JIejIa.

Hakon nensmonucama, Rypunh
ce mpecenmuo y ConyH, pogHO MECTO
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walk. Over time he grew even weaker
and passed away on December 3, 2017
in Thessaloniki.

There is no question that
Slobodan Cur¢i¢ was an important
scholar and mentor to his students.
He was internationally known for his
scholarship, but also for his good nature
and friendliness. In the halls between
sessions of the International Congress
of Byzantine Studies held in London
2006, 1 observed that he seemed to
know everyone and everyone seemed
to not only know him, but also thought
of him as a close friend. For those of us
who were privileged to be his students,
it is his enthusiastic greetings, his con-
cern for our well-being, his continu-
ing encouragement to progress in our
own development as scholars, and,
especially, his friendship that we will
miss but always remember. The same
will be true for his countless friends
and colleagues throughout academia.
His personal involvement and dedica-
tion in the Organization and Editorial
Board of the collection of works is of
utmost significance to the Symposium
“Nis and Byzantium

dr Mark J. Johnson

cBoje cympyre Epanremuje. Tamo je
HACTABHO Ca CBOjUM HAyYHHM pajioM
M [ITAMIIA0 HEKOJIMKO WIAHAKA U
TIOITIaBJba HA pa3HE TEME U yIECTBOBAO
Ha HEKOJMKO KoH(epeHwmja. Hekomuko
nmaHa HakoH boxwuha 2015. romune
JIO)KUBEO je MOXKJIAaHH ynap IUTO ra je
W3HCHA/IA 3ayCTABIIIO Y JAJbeM HAyTHOM
paay. MelyTuM, jomn yBek je Morao jia
TOBOPH W FHCTOBA I10jaBa, CPHAaYHOCT,
OIITPOyMHa W JOOPOMYyIIHA TPHPOIA
OM yBEeK IOHOBO TUICHWIH OKOJIHHY,
Yak ¥ OHJIa Kaja ce OOpHO ca CBOJUM
¢mpuknM  orpanmdesuma.  Crienehe
TOIMHE My C€ MOTOpIIajo 31paBjbe U
MOCIIEANLIC IIUIOTA Cy OCJIa0uIIe HEroBe
CIOCOOHOCTH TaKO JIa BHILIE HUje MOTao
na xoma. BpemeHoM ce 3mpaBibe CBe
BUIIIE MOTOPIIABANIO0 W MPEMHUHYO je 3.
neriem6pa 2017. romune y ConyHy.
Hema cymme pa je Croboman
hypunh Ono Beoma 3HauYajaH HAYYIHHK
W MEHTOp CBOJUM CTyACHTHMA. Iberos
HaydHH pan je Owmo melhyHapomHo
TIPH3HAT, aJi je Ouna Mpero3HaT/biBa 1
HET0Ba CPIAYHOCT. Y XOMHMKY u3Mmehy
cecdja Ha MelyHapomTHOM KOHIpecy
BU3AHTHJCKUX CTyIWja OIPKaHOM Y
Jlongony 2006. roauHe, NPUMETHO
caM Jia je OH II03HABaO CBE IPHCYTHE
Kao ¥ OHU bera, aju Ja Cy ra Takobhe
cMaTpav W 3a OJIMCKOT TpHjareba. 3a
HAac KOjU CMO WMAIM Ty TPHBUIIETH]jY
Ja OyieMO F-eTOBU CTYACHTH, OHO IITO
he Ham 3ayBeK HENOCTAjaTH Cy HETOBH
CHTY3WjaCTHUKM TMO37paBH, Opura o
HaMa, HEMpecTaHO OxpaOpuBame /a
HACTABUMO CBOj HAYYHH PaJl, 2 HAPOUUTO
ECTOBO IPHUJATeJbCTBO. 10 HCTO BaXU
U 32 IEroBe HeOpojeHe IMpujarebe
M KOJIeTe KOje je CTEKao Yy TOKY CBOT
pama. On HeM3MEpJBUBOT je 3Ha4aja 3a
cumMnosrjyM Hum u BuzanTHja meroBo
JIMYHO aHTOKOBAFhE ¥ OPraHW3aIlFIOHOM
07100py | peIaKI|ju 300pHUKA PaIoBa.

Jp Mapk J. [loHcon



