“Europe and the Balkans under
Constantine’s sign”

It is my great pleasure to be back
in Ni§, the historic city and birthplace
of Saint Constantine, to participate to
the Twenty Second Symposium titled
»Ni§ and Byzantium®. I think I can
speak for all the participants, whether
they have come in the past on the oc-
casion of previous symposia or are to-
day among us here for the first time.
We are all happy to be in Nis, old col-
leagues and friends and new-comers.
And this for three main reasons: first,
because the symposium ,Ni§ and
Byzantium® is now a fixed conference
that takes place every year; secondly,
because the organizers and the schol-
ars who participate regularly have
become friends; last but not least, be-
cause the hospitality and contribution
of the Serbian Church, the University
of Ni§ and the Municipality of the
City are exemplary.

The Symposium has now be-
come a tradition and its annual hold-
ing is a fixed point in the schedules
of scholars of Byzantine and Post-
byzantine art and civilization in
the Balkan countries, but not only.
Only a few symposia that I know
take place every single year: if I

»Eepona u  Bamkan  noo

Koncmaumunoeum snaxom”

Benuko Mu je 3a710BOJBCTBO IITO
caMm moHoBo y Humry, uctopujckom
rpagy u wMecty pohema Caeror
KoHCcTaHTHHA, W IUTO Y4YeCTBYjeM
Ha 22. CHMIIO3MjyMy IIOJ Ha3MBOM
HHum u Buzantuja“. Muciaum
Ia MOTYy I1a TOBOPHM Y HME CBHUX
yYecHHKa, OWI0 /Ja Cy y4eCTBOBAJH
Ha MPETXOAHUM CHUMIIO3HUjyMHIMA HIIH
cy nmanac npsu myT mehy nama. Cpu
cMmo cpehnn mro cMo y Humry, kako
cTape Kojere U IpHjaTe/bu Tako U
OHHU KOju Ccy NpBHU NyT oBae. 1 o u3
TPU DJIaBHA pas3yiora: MpBo, 3aTo IITO
je cumnosujym ,,Hum u Busanrtuja”
cajla pemoBHa KOH(epeHIHja Koja
ce oAp)KaBa CBake TOAWHE; JPYTO,
3aT0  IMTO Cy OpraHU3aToOpH W
HayYHUIM KOjU PEIOBHO YYECTBY]jY
MOCTalld TIpUjaTelbu; Haj3al, jep cy
TOCTONPUMCTBO U fomnpuHoc Cpricke
upkBe, YHuBepsutera y Humy wu
I'pana Hua 3a npumep.

CuMmosujym je caga MocTao
TpagWlidja ¥ FHETOBO  TOMUIIELC
Ofp)KaBame  je  CTajHa  Tadyka
y KaJeHIapuMa n3ydapajana
BH3aHTHjCKE W  TIOCTBH3aHTH]CKE
YMETHOCTH W [WBWIM3AIHjE Y
OaJIKaHCKUM 3eMJbaMa, ajldi HE caMo
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can speak for Greece, which I know
best, the Symposium of the Christian
Archaeological Society (ChAE) is a
constant lure for Greek and foreign
Byzantine scholars to the Byzantine
and Christian Museum of Athens ev-
ery year, and this year the Symposium
of ChAE celebrated its Forty Second
birthday. In NiS today we celebrate the
Twenty Second birthday of the “Nis
and Byzantium” Symposium and we
all wish from our hearts many happy
returns. Fixed symposia are like fam-
ily, people of our own — they inspire
and help us to sail away for our re-
search in Byzantium and beyond and
to return here again, as if the birth-
place of Constantine the Great is a
safe harbor for us to communicate our
conclusions and discoveries to our
scholarly colleagues, either those who
are already our friends or those who
are going to be our friends.

Dr. Misa Rakocija is our friend
and advisor, our host and protago-
nist, the man in front, but mostly at
the public image of the Symposium.
I imagine that his collaborators are
numerous all these twenty-two years,
mainly from the Municipality and
from the University of Ni§. We should
congratulate MiSa for his vision and
his constant will to carry on with the
Symposium year after year — and we
should also congratulate all his part-
ners, collaborators and colleagues,
one by one. Their toil and anxiety to
make the symposium a success are
amazingly enormous. It is not only the
communication of the Symposium, its
advertising and diffusion. It is the or-
ganization every minute detail before
the Symposium, as well as the publi-
cation of the collection of the proceed-
ings and the painstaking work of all
the amendments, so that the printed
volume of the Proceedings can be

T0. CaMO je HEKONMKO CHMIIO3HjyMa
3a KOje 3HaM Jia ce OJp»KaBajy CBake
TOAMHE: aKo MOTy Ja TOBOPHM Y
uMme ['puke, K0jy HajOOJbE TIO3HAjEM,
CUMIIO3UjyM Xpumrhanckor
apXEOoJIOIIKOT IPYILITBA YBEK JOBOAM
IpYKE ¥ CTPaHE BU3aHTOJIOTe Y AaTHHCKH
My3zej Buzantnje m XpuirhaHcTBa
a OBEe TOAMHE je CHUMIIO3UjyM
X pummhaHCKOT apXeoJIOMIKOT IPYIITBA
npociaBuo je 42. pohernan. Y Humry
naHac oOenexxaBamo 22. poheHman
cummosujyma ,Hum n Busantuja”
U CBU Of CpIa XEIMMO Ja CJaBH
jomr wmHoro pobhennana. PemoBHu
CHUMIIO3MjyMU CYy Kao MOpOAUIIA,
Ka0 HAallW JbyId — WHCIUPHUINY U
MOMaKy HaM Jia OTIDIOBUMO Y CBOja
UCTpakuBama Bu3aHTHje W mmpe u
Jla ce MOHOBO BPaTUMO OBaMoO, Kao
na je poaHo wecto KoHcTaHTHHA
Benukor curypHa syka rae MOXemMo
Jla TPEACTaBUMO Halle 3aKIJbydKe
u  orkpumha  HammM  Kojerama
Hay4YHUIIUMa, OWJI0O OHHMMAa KOjU CYy
HaMm Beh mpujaTesbu WM OHMMA KOjU
he Ham OuTH mpHjaTesbu.

Op Mwuma  Pakommja je
Halll TIpHjaTeJb W CaBETHUK, Hall
noMahWH ¥ TPOTaroHMUCTa, YOBEK
KOjH  TPEICTaBjhba  CHMIIO3HjYM,
OH je jaBHa CIIMKa CHMIIO3UjyMa.
IIpernoctaBibaM Ja Cy HEroBU
capaJHUIM CBE OBE [BAJCCET JBE
roquHe Owin  OpojHH, YIJIaBHOM
n3 I'pama Huma u YHuBepsurera y
Hunry. Yectutamo Muiii Ha HeroBoj
BU3UjU U CTAITHOj BOJBH J1a HACTABH Ca
CHMITO3HjYMOM W3 TOIUHE y TOAWHY
— a Taxohe Tpeba UYECTHTATH CBUM
IBETOBUM ITapTHEPHMa, CapaTHHUIIIMA
W KoJerama, cBakom rmoce0Ho. bruxos
TPyl Kako OW YYHMHHIIM CHMIIO3UjYM
YCIICIIHUM j€ HEBEPOBaTHO OTPOMAH.
To Huje camMO0  KOMYyHHKalluja
CUMIIO3UjyMa, FErOBO OIalllaBame U
mpewe. To je opraHu3oBame CBaKOT
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presented on time just before the next
Symposium. This in my opinion is the
most difficult task of all, and Misa is
to be admired for the massive amount
of work on this. If I am not mistaken,
there is no other conference that prints
its Proceedings every single year. I
think that this is a world record and we
must consider it as one of the biggest
successes of our Symposium.

The city of Ni§ is a beautiful
city. The truth is that every time I visit
Ni$ I find it more and more beautiful,
friendly and clean. We should thank
the Serbian Church and the Bishopric
of Ni§ for their support, so that the
Symposium takes place during the
celebrations in the honor and memory
of Saints Constantine and Helen. We
should also thank the Municipality of
the City of Ni§ for granting the bud-
get, or a part of the budget, of the
Symposium. Finally, we should thank
the University of Ni§ for hosting us in
its auditorium, which has become rea-
sonably familiar to us. We thank the
people who have toiled all these years
for the realization of the Symposium,
the guardians, wardens, members of
the secretariat of the Municipality and
the University of NiS, the translators
and the technicians, who all contribut-
ed efficiently to make the Symposium
a success. The decision not to post-
pone the Symposium in the difficult
times that we all passed through dur-
ing the pandemic of Covid-19 was so
comforting for the scientific life of
many scholars.

The Twenty Second Symposium
“Ni§ and Byzantium” is about to
start and I feel particularly honored
to participate in it one more time. I
am very pleased with the large num-
ber of specialists in Byzantine stud-
ies who came to Ni§ from almost all
the Balkan countries, as well as from

Jerajba Ipe CHUMIIO3HMjyMa, Kao W
o0jaBspHBaE 300pHUKA U MyKOTPIIaH
paj Ha CBUM M3MEHaMa W JIONyHama,
KaKo O IITaMIIaHO M3ambe 300pHUKA

MOIJIO OHWTH MpPEACTaB/EHO Ha
BpeMe HemocpegHo Tpe ciexneher
cummosujyma. OBO je 1m0 MOM

MUIIJBEHY HAjTEXKH 33/1aTaK O] CBUX, a
Mui Tpeba HCKa3aTH TUBIbEHE 300T
OTPOMHOT TTOCTIa Ha OBOME. AKO ce He
BapaM, HeMa Jpyre KoH(epeHIuje
Koja CBake TOAWHE INTaMIla CBOj
300pHUK pagoBa. MucouMm Jga je
OBO CBETCKH DPEKOpA U TO MOpamo
CMaTpaTu jeHUM OJf HajBehux ycmexa
HAIllET CUMITO3HjyMa.

Hum je mpenen rpaa. HMctuna
je Ja cBakd MyT Kajga aohem Hwum je
CBE JICMIH, JbyOa3HUjH W YHCTHjU.
Tpeba na 3axBamumo CpIiCKOj IIPKBU
n Enapxwju HHWIIKO] Ha TOAPIIIIH,
jep ce CUMIIO3HjyM OJlpKaBa TOKOM
mpociiaBa y yacT U croMeH CBeTux
Koncrantuna u Jenene. Takohe Tpeba
na 3axBanuMmo u I'pamy Humry jep je
00e30enuo Oyuert, uau 1eo OyieTa, 3a
olpxaBame cummnosujyma. Ha kpajy,
Tpeba 1a 3axBallIMO YHUBEP3UTETY
y Humry mro Hac je yrocTHo y CB0joj
caJid, K0ja HaM je mocTaja MPHIHIHO
rmo3Hara. 3axBaljbyjeMO JbyAMMa KOjU
Cy C€ CBHX OBHX TOAWHA TPYAWIA

OKO  pealu3andje  CHMIIO3UjyMa,
craparesbuma, YIPaBHUIIMA,
4JaHOBUMa cekperapujata [paza

Huma u VYuusepsutera y Humy,
IPEeBOAMOLMMA U TEXHUYApUMa, KOjU
cy Ha edukacaH Ha4MH JONPUHENH
Jla CHMIIO3MjyM IIOCTaHe YCIIeX.
Ojutyka 11a ce CHMITO3HjyM HE OJUTaXH
y TEUmIKMM BpEMEHHMa Kpo3 Koja
CMO CBH IPOLUIM TOKOM MaHAEMH]e
KOBUJI-19, OHIla je TONMKO yTelIHa 3a
HayYHH )XMBOT MHOTHX HAyIHHKA.
[Bangecer Apyrn CHMIIO3HjyM
,,HHII 1 BuzaHTrja” ycKopo NO4ne U
YacT MU je Ja jOII jeIHOM Y4eCTBYjeM
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Italy, Austria, Australia and Russia. I
am sure that all speakers, organizers,
and supporting staff have worked hard
for the Symposium this year. I wish
to everyone the best of luck for the
future and I hope that we shall meet
again in the years to come!

Yannis D. Varalis
Associate Professor in
Byzantine Archaeology
University of Thessaly
Department of History,
Archaeology and Social
Anthropology

Volos, Greece

(Speech from the opening
ceremony

symposium ,, Nis and Byzantium
XXII)

Ha memy. Beoma cam 3amoBosbaH
BEJIMKUM  OpojeM  CIIelujancTa
BH3aHTOJIOTHje KOju cy y Hwum
JOILIA M3 TOTOBO CBUX OalKaHCKUX
3eMalba, Kao u u3 Urammje, Ayctpuje,
Ayctpanuje u Pycuje. Curypan cam
Jla Cy CBU TOBOPHHMIIU, OPTaHU3ATOPH
u nparehe 0co0Jbe OBE TOAUHE BPEIHO
pammmn  3a  cuMmmosujym. JKemum
ceuMa myHo cpehe y Oymyhnoctn u
HaJaM ce 1a heMo ce TOHOBO CPECTH
y TOJIMHaMa Koje Jomase!

np Januc 1. Bapanuc
BaHpeHH Npodecop BU3aH-
THJCKE apXeOoJIOTHj¢ YHUBEP3UTET
y Tecamuju

Onesbeme 3a UCTOPH]Y, apXe-
OJIOTH]Y

1 COLIMjaITHY aHTPOIIOJIOTH]Y
Bonoc, I'puka

(T'oBop ca cBeuaHor oTBa-
pama CUMITO3HjyMa

A u Buzantuja XXII*)



