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Abstract: The article is devoted to the demographic changes that were
caused by the passage of the Third Crusade through the lands of today‘s Southern
Bulgaria (Northern Byzantium) in 1189—1190. Serious blow on the development
of the infrastructure that led to major demographic changes came during the Third
Crusade in 1189-1190 when the atrocities of the West European knights caused
new migration waves, but this time from the south to the north, a fact that is
unconditionally proven by the results of archeological excavations. The develop-
ment of the medieval settlement network in the territory of today’s South Bulgaria
went through several stages. In this paper, [ will not dwell upon each one of them
but will focus my attention on the last stages, which were connected with the pass-
ing of the knights from the Third Crusade through the Bulgarian lands.!
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In the last quarter of the 10th century, significant demographic changes
set in throughout the Bulgarian lands. The earliest of them actually occurred
already in 968-969 and resulted from the campaign of the Russian-Varangian
Prince Svetoslav after which a lot of settlements and fortresses in the territory
of North-East Bulgaria and Dobruja suffered war destruction and were left for
good. The data from archaeological excavations and research at a large number
of archaeological sites, situated between the towns of Preslav and Drastar, show
that in many of them traces of fires have been ascertained dating from the period
968-971.2 Materials from the last quarter of the 10th century and the beginning of
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Fig. 1. — Map of
today’s Bulgaria with
ethnic changes in the
11-12th century during
Byzantine rule
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y XI-XII Beky

TOKOM BU3aHTH]CKE
BIIaIaBHHE.

the 11th century are missing in them. In the settlements, situated in the vicinity of
the villages Popina, Nova Cherna, and Vetren — Silistra region, near the ancient
fortress of Yatrus, as well as in many settlements situated along the road Drastar
— Preslav there are no anonymous coins of class A-1 (969-976) which is a proof
that they were not inhabited and their population had left them.3 Information
about those events could be found in 7ale of Bygone Years in which it is recorded
that Svetoslav captured 80 fortresses.4

The settlement network in today’s North-Eastern Bulgaria also suffered se-
riously during the campaigns of Svetoslav and John I Tzimisces in Dobruja in
968-971. Many fortresses and settlements were abandoned forever. Others were
restored and life in them continued. But these events did not cause a big migratory
wave yet — they were only an overture to it.

A disastrous blow on the development of the settlement network in the ter-
ritory of today’s North Bulgaria and Dobruja was delivered by the Pecheneg inva-
sions from the first half of the 11th century. Unfortunately, the data from archaco-
logical research has not given an answer to the following question: during which
of the invasions — of 1027, 1032, 1034, 1035, 1036 or 1048 — those settlements
ceased to exist. It is not quite clear whether this happened at once for all the settle-
ments or the end of each one of them came during different campaign.

Some researchers think that the great migratory wave took place in 10325,
others insist that this happened in the year 10346 and still third ones connect it with
the period 1032-10367. However, I think that the great migratory wave followed

npomenu 6 Jloopyooica npesz Cpeonogexosuemo, VI3cnenBanus B 4eCT Ha WI. Kop. Ipogecop
Crpammmup Jumutpos, (Codus 2001), 191-192.

3 JI. Jouuesa-IletkoBa, /Jo6pydoica 6 kpas na X—XII 6., bparapckure 3eMu mpe3
cpennoBekoBueTo (VII-XVIII B.), Acta Muzei Varnaensis, I11-2, (Bapua 2005), 64.

4 T. Aranacos, Op. cit. 191.
5 T. AranacoB. Hog noaneo koM demozpagckume u emHoKYInypHume npomeni..., 193.

6  B. TemkoBa-3aumoBa, /Jonnu [{yHae — epanuyHama 30Ha Ha U3AHMULICKUs 3anao.
Kvm ucmopuama na cesepousmounume ovaeapcku 3emu 6 kpas na X—XII eex, (Cotust 1970),
72-75

7 P. Diaconu, Les Petchenegues au Bas-Danube, Bucarest 1970, 47-49.
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the greatest Pecheneg invasion of 1048 when, according to loannes Scylitzes,
800 000 Pechenegs headed by Tirach crossed the frozen Danube and devastated
not only the lands of North Bulgaria (Paristrion) but of Thrace and Macedonia
as well and separate detachments even reached to the capital of Constantinople.8
During the disastrous Pecheneg invasions many settlements ceased to exist
forever: those near the villages Popina, Tsar Assen, Garvan, and Malak Preslavets
— Silistra region; near the villages of Odartsi, Skala, Ruyno, and Kladentsi —
Dobrich region; near the village of Huma, Razgrad region; near the village of
Harsovo, Shumen region; near the village of Krivina, Russe region; near the vil-
lage of Gigen, Pleven region; and also the fortresses near the town of Mezdra and
the villages of Vrav, Staro Selo, and Lilyache — Vratsa region, and many, many
others. The results of field work in the territory of today’s North-East Bulgaria
are an exact illustration of this. Especially definite in this respect are the data
from Silistra region on whose territory 72 settlements and 8 earthen fortifications
have been recorded but only three survived after the invasions?. In the territory of
today’s Tutrakan municipality the number of the inhabitants was sharply thinned
down and only one early medieval settlement survived out of 16.10 The situation
in the territory of the today’s Dobrich region was analogous. There only 11 of the
registered 121 settlements and fortresses survived the invasions. Similar depopu-
lation affected also the territory of Razgrad region where 41 early medieval settle-
ments and fortresses have been registered in which life was interrupted in the first
half of the 11th century.!! During the invasions, all the 6 fortresses in the vicinity
of the town of Isperich, which were inhabited in the period of the First Bulgarian
Kingdom, ceased to exist.!12 The same destiny shared the settlements round the
capital city of Preslav: only 3 out of 56 all together survived.!3 The situation in the
territory of the today’s Russe region was analogous. There only 4 of the registered
41 settlements and 2 earthen fortifications survived after the fatal Pecheneg inva-
sions. Similar was the situation in the territory of North-West Bulgaria. Only one
of the 10 early medieval settlements situated in the valleys of the rivers Tsibritsa
and Ogosta survived.14 During the Pecheneg invasions of 10321036, the follow-

8 B. 3narapcku, Acmopus Ha 6vreapckama 0vpocasa npes cpeonume éexose, Co-
¢us 1934, 11. [Ipuasopua nevatHuma, 91.

9 K. Anocromnos, I. Aranacos, Ct. bores, I. J[3aneB, M. lumutpos, 5. JIuMuTpos,
B. Moros, A. Konaxiues, I1. ITerposa, B. [Tnernwvos, 1. CranueB, Mamepuanu 3a kapmama
na cpeonogexogna bvaeapus. (Tepumopusma na onewna Cesepousmouna bvaeapus), Ilnnc-
ka—IIpecnas, 7, (Iymen 1995), 155-332.

10 JI. Baramuncku, B. [uuueB, Apxeonocuuecka kapma na obwuna Tympakat,
TyTpakan B ucTopudeckoto passutue Ha Jloopymxa, (Tyrpakan 1995), 37.

1L Op. cit., 37.

12 |1, Credbanos, Apxeonozuyecku namemuuyu u ucmopus na npoyusanusma ¢ Hene-
puxcku pation. Codust 1997, 151.

13 T. BanabauoB, Hosoomkpumu panHoCpeOHOBEKOBHU Ceuwd 6 OKOTHOCMUmMe Hd
Inucka, llpobnemu Ha mpadbarapckara uCTopus U KyaTypa, (Codus 1989), 287.

14 K. BwxapoBa, CpedHosexosnu obexmu no oonunume Ha pekume Llubpuya u
Ozocma (no mamepuanu om paszyznasaremo npes 1962—1963 2.). UAU, 1965, XX VII, 231-
246; K. CraneB, Mucpayus na owreapu npes 30-me . na XI 6. om Cegepna bvreapus kom
3anadnume 6vreapcku semu. Hoe nozned kvm npeducmopuama na bcmanuemo na Ilemvp
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ing settlements ceased to exist: the medieval settlement near the antique town of
Eskus!5, the fortresses near the villages of Staro Selo!6 and Lilyache!7 — Vratsa
region; the fortress near the village of Vrav, Vidin region.!8

After the invasions, life continued only in some fortresses along the
Danube and at the Black Sea coast: Vetren, Drastar, Tutrakan, Pacuiul lui Soare,
Dinogentsia, Nufaru, Harsovo, Isaccea, Kaliakra, Varna and others.

The population that survived after the Pecheneg invasions was forced to
seek rescue and this caused large-scale migrations to the south. Archaeological
data show that part of the population settled in naturally protected regions in
the Fore-Balkan and the Balkan Mountain Range where many settlements were
founded in the middle of the 11th century.

At that time, the greater part of the early Byzantine fortresses, which had
suffered destruction during the barbarian invasions in the 6th—7th centuries, were
reconstructed. About the middle of the 11th century, the fortress in the Kaleto
countryside near the village of Kran, Kazanlak region was rebuilt.19 Again in the
11th century the fortress Tvarditsa was reconstructed as well.20 At the same time,
the following fortresses were populated again: in the Hisarya countryside near
the town of Nikolaevo?!, in the Ada Bair countryside near the village of Vetren,
Kazanlak region, “the Town” and “Gramada” near Maglizh, “the Monastery”
near the village of Tazha, “Chilechito” near the village of Enina, Kazanlak region,
“Sechen Kamak” near the village of Dalboki, Stara Zagora region22 and others.

Another part of the population crossed the Balkan Mountain Range in seek-
ing of safe places for settling and entered the territory of today’s South Bulgaria.
As aresult, a great number of new settlements were founded in places, which had

[enan, Munaio 2004, 3, 43.

15 M. Acnapyxos, IIpoyusanus 6vbpxy monozpapusima Ha cpeoH08eKOGHOMO celil-
we om X=XII 6. npu anmuunus u kechoanmuuen epad Colfnia Ulpia Oescensium, UMC3b,
1992, 19, 33-34

16 TI. iBanoB. Kpenocmma ['onemusim epad npu Cmapo ceno, obwuna Meszopa (me-
peHnu ooxoaxcoanus npes 1994), UMC3b, 1996, 24, 81; K. Cranes, Op. cit. 43.

17 TI. Aumutpos, b. Hukonos, Paskonku na kpenocmma “I paouweno” npu c. Jluus-
ye, Bpauancku oxkpve. ApXeoJOTHUeCKH OTKPUTHS U paskonku npe3 1983, (Cmonsn 1984),
239.

18 W. Ilepesa, IIpuroc kvm npoyusanemo na Pannomo cpedHosekosue 6 Cegeposa-
naoua bvreapus, VIcTopuko-apXeonorndecky Ipoy4YBaHus B mamet Ha pogd. a-p Ct. Baxmu-
HOB, (Benuko TwpaoBo 1994), 67-71; K. Cranes, Op. cit. c. 43.

19° A, TlonoB, Kpenocmuu u ykpenumennu cvopwviicerus 6 KpvHckama cpednosexos-
na obnacm, Codus BAH, 1982, c. 11; II. T'ares, /. SuxoB, K. CredanoBa. Paskonku Ha
cpeonosexosHus 2pad Kpvh, ApXeolornuecKky OTpuTHs U paskonku mpe3 1981 r., (Muxaii-
nosrpan 1982), 99.

20 A. Ilomog, Op. cit. 37-40, 06p. 7.

21 A. Tlonos, Op. cit. 47-48; C. Jlucumos, O. MunaHnoBa, Pazkonku Ha kpenocmma
6 M. “Xucapsa” kpaii ep. Hukonaeeo, Cmapo3zazopcku oxpve. ApXeOIOrH4ecKy OTKPUTHS U
paskonku mpe3 1986, (Pasrpax 1987), 226; Ibidem. IIpeosapumenen omuem Ha paskonkume
HA KbCHOAHMUYHAMA U CPeOHOBEKO6HA Kpenocm Xucaps 8 paiiona na epad Hukonaeso, Xac-
Ko8CKa obnacm u mepeHHu 00xoxicoanus 8 pationd. ApXeoJIoTHUeCKH OTKPUTHUS U PAa3KOIIKH
npe3 1988, (Kepmxanu, 1989), 129-130.

22 A.Tlomnos, Op. cit. 50-51, 53, 59, 61, 83, 104.
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not been inhabited before in the Middle Ages. The following settlements belong
to this group: the settlements over the Thracian town of Seutopolis at the bottom
of Koprinka dam lake?23, near the village of Kovachevo, Pazardzhik region24, near
the villages of Dyadovo and Ezero, Nova Zagora region25, near the villages of
Galabovo, Madrets26, and Sveti Kirilovo27 — Stara Zagora region; near the village
of Zlatna Livada, Chirpan region28, near Lyubimets29, and others. Some of them
have been entirely excavated, others have been only partially archaeologically
researched and on the territory of others, only drill cores have been taken.

In the 11th—12th centuries, alongside with the new settlements, life con-
tinued in a number of settlements, which had been founded in the second
half of the 11th century. Here the first to be mentioned is the settlement in the
“Gradishteto”countryside near the village of P. Gradets.30 The following settle-
ments belong to this group: those near the villages of Karanovo, Nova Zagora
region3!, near the town of Radnevo32, near the villages of Znamenosets33 and
Gledachevo 11134, near the ancient road station of Karasura35, near the town of

23 1. YanroBa, Cpednosexosnomo cenuue Had mpaxuiickus zpad Ceemononuc XI-
X1V 6., Cousi, BAH, 1972, 138.

24 TI. TateB, CpeonosexosHto cenuwe u nexponon om XII 6. kpaii c¢. Kosaueso, Ilazap-
Oorcuwiku oxpwve., Codus 1985 = Paskonku u mpoyusanus, XII, 55.

25 B. Borisov, Djadovo 1. Mediaeval Settlement and Necropolis (11th—12th Century).
— Tokyo 1989, Tokai University Press, 379.

26 B. bopucos, Kepamuka u kepamuuno npouzeoocmeo npes XI-XII 6. om mepumo-
puama na oHewna FOzousmouna bvreapus. — PagneBo, 2002 = Mapuna-u3Tok*. Apxeosuo-
THYECKH IIPOyuYBaHus, 6, 229.

27 T. Kauapos, Aumuunu namemuuyu om Tpakus. — THBILn, 1930, 314.

28 J1. slukoB, P. KoneBa, Cnacumennu paskonku Ha cpeOHo8eKo68HO cenuuje ¢. 3namua
Jlueada AM “Mapuya” km 19+900 — 20+250. Pezynmamu om cnacumeniHume apxeonocu-
yecku npoyusanus npe3 2001 2., Apxeonorndecku oTkputus u paskonku mnpes 2002, (Codus
2003), 134-135.; J1 SuxoB, P. Konepa, U. Kupunos, Cpednosexosno cenuwge u nekponon
Kpaii c. 3namna ausaoa, km 19+900-20+400 om AM ,, Mapuya”. ApXeoIOTUUECKH OTKPH-
Tus 1 paskonku npe3 2011, (Codpus 2012), 488-490.

29 R. Koleva, Rescue Archaeological Excavation at the Orta Burun Site in 1993.
Maritsa Project, 1, (Sofia 1997), 245-252.

30 B. Bopucos, Iloacku epadey 1, Apxeonocuvecku npoyueanus, B. TeproBo 2013,
,,Dadep”.

31 B. BopucoB, CpagHumenna Xapakmepucmurd Ha KYXHEHCKAmMa Kepamuka om cpeo-
HogekogHomo cenuwe, kpaii ¢. Kapanoso, Hosozazopcko, UMIOUB, XVII, 1994, 105-106

32 C. CaBarunoB, CondadicHu apxeonozuiecku npoyyeéanus ¢ mecmuocmma ,,Cma-
pomo cenmuwe” kpaii ep. Paowneso, ,Mapuia-u3tok”. ApXCONOTHYECKH MPOydYBaHUsA, 3,
(PagreBo 1995), 152-153.

33 B. BopucoB, CpeonoeekoeHo cenuuye u HeKponoau Kpat c. 3namenocey. ,Mapu-
a-u3TOK . Apxeosoruuecku npoyusanus, 1, (Codus 1991), 248.

34 B. bopucos, Kpumcko-6wreapcku KyimypHu epv3ku u erusnus npez XI-XII 6. ¢
pamkume Ha Buzanmuiickama umnepust (no dannu om kepamuxama), buirapure B CeBepHO-
to [Ipnuepromopue, IX, (Oneca 2006), ,,[Apyx”, 33-48.

35 M. Wendel, Bemerkungen zur Mittelalterlichen Keramik des 11 und 12 Jh. aus
Karasura (Siidbulgarien). Archaeoloia Bulgarica, VIII, 3, 2004, 74.
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Harmanli36, near the village of Dobroselets, Yambol region37 and many others.
To this group also belong the medieval fortresses Markeli38, Hisarlaka at Sliven39,
Constantia,40 the one near the village of Iskritsa in the vicinity of Galabovo#!
“Hisarya” in Haskovo4? and many others.

As we mentioned above, unfortunately the results of archaeological re-
search still do not give a clear answer to the question whether those settlements
too were inhabited again during the great migratory wave from north to south or
continued their life without a break. This problem is due to the fact, that in most
of them no hiatus between the cultural layers has been established before and
after the Pecheneg invasions. This, of course, is quite natural since even if those
“old” settlements had been abandoned during the Pecheneg invasions and had
been populated with new inhabitants, this must had happened within no more
than 10 or maybe even less years — a period quite short to be possible to establish
a hiatus by archaeological means. On the other hand, a number of settlements and
fortresses in the territory of today’s South Bulgaria suffered destruction during
some of the Pecheneg invasions. In that period, the settlement near the village of
Sadievo, Nova Zagora region43 and the fortress “Hisarya” in Haskovo44 perished
for good. At the same time, the town at “Hisarlaka” in Sliven was taken by the
Pechenegs.45 A proof of this is the Pecheneg ceramics (cauldrons with inner lugs
and pots) and a find of coins among which the oldest ones belong to class A-2,
3, i. e. they date back to the period 976-1030/35.46 During the Pecheneg inva-
sions, the settlement above Karasura47 suffered severely too as well as a number

36 B. Urnaros, T. KeHueBa-PyceBa u K. BenkoB, Apxeonoeuuecku paszxkonku Ha
obexm “Iluxanos 6pse” oo ep. Xapmanau, no mpacemo na AM “Mapuya”, om km. 73+000
0o km 73+500, Apxeonorudecku oTKputHs 1 paskonku npes 2002, (Codus 2003), 65-66.

37 W. KpaitueB, Paszkonku na nekponon kpaii c. Jlo6poceney, SImboicku okpwve. — Ap-
XEOJIOTHYESCKH OTKPUTHS U paskornku npe3 1982, (Ilnesen 1983), 129-130.

38 JI. MomumnoB. Mapxenu 6 nonumuueckume, 60eHHUmMe U KyImypHume KOHMAKmMu
medncdy buneapus u Buzsanmus. Kynimypa u eeononumuxa. Mcmopuuecku u ¢hunocoghcku unmep-
npemayuu, Byprac, 2012, YauBepcuteTcko n3narenctso ,,[Ipod. JI-p Acen 3narapos‘, 29-31.

39 . lepesa, K. Bauesa, [I. Bnagumupoa-Anamkosa, Tyuda — Crusen, 1, Codus,
2001. ,,AJI-MUKO” = Pa3konku u npoyuBanus, XX VIII, 120-121.

40 JI. AnamkoB, Pesyimamu om apxeonocuueckume npoyusanusi 6 Koncmanyus.
Mapuya-uszmox “. Apxeonorundecku npoyusanus, 3, (Paxueso 1995), 186-197.

41 B. Bopucos, Kepamuxama om cpeoHosekogHama kpenocm kpai c¢. Hckpuya u
msacmomo u 6 kepamuunua komniexc Ha Cesepousmouna Tpaxus npez XI-XII 6., CeBepouns-
touHa Tpakus u Buzantus npe3 IV-XIV B., (Codust — Cruen 1993), 140-141; T'. Illeiinesa,
Pasxonku na cpeonogexosno cenuuje, kpenocm u Hekponoau kpaii c. Hckpuya, I'viv6os-
cKo, npe3 1989-1994 2o0una, ,,Mapuia-u3rok*. Apxeonorandecky npoyusanus, 3, (Pagaeso
1995), 244.

42 1. AnamxoB, Cenuwa, namemuuyu, Haxooku om Xackoeckusi kpaii, XacKOBO
1997, 275.

43 T. IleiineBa, Cpednogerosna kepamuxa om c. Cvoueso, Hosozazopcko. — UMIO-
Wb, XIX, (Crapa 3aropa 1998), 104.

44 JI. Amamxos, 1997. Op. cit., 275.

45 W. Ulepesa u ap., Op. cit., 121.

46 [hidem.

47 M. Wendel, Op. cit. 74.
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of fortresses and settlements in the East Rhodopes.#8 It is not quite clear to what
extent those settlements in the territory of today’s South Bulgaria suffered during
the Pecheneg invasions and whether they were populated by newcomers from the
north or whether descendants of the former Bulgarian population that had settled
there already in the second half of the 11th century remained in them. However, it
is for certain, that towards the end of the first half of the 11th century, the dense-
ness of the settlement network to the south of the Balkan Mountain Range con-
siderably grew (Fig 1).

The data from the archaeological research in South Bulgaria categorically
show that after the middle of the 11th century a sharp rise was observed of the
share of imported as well as of local ceramics manufactured on a treadle pot-
ter’s wheel. This also has been entirely confirmed by the data of the studied mass
ceramic material, which show an extremely high share of the ceramics manufac-
tured on a treadle potter’s wheel. A sure proof of the establishment of settlements
at the end of the first half of the 11th century, also give the data from the studied
numismatic material. In the entirely investigated settlement near the village of
Dyadovo the earliest coins belong to classes A-2 and A-3 and were minted in
976-102849. The situation in the settlement near the village of Znamenosets is
similar. The earliest coins discovered there also belong to class A-2 (976-1025)
and B (1030-1042).50 In the settlement above Sevtopolis the earliest coins are
anonymous folles belonging to class B (1030-1042) which were minted at the
time of Michael IV (1034-1041).51

The example of the settlement near the village of Dyadovo could be added
to the proofs which confirm that those settlements were founded about the middle
of the 11th century. This settlement came into being on top of the ruins of an early
Byzantine fortress whose walls were preserved at a different height in the differ-
ent sectors and where it was possible, the ruins were used in the construction of
residential and business buildings (dwelling No. 21 and business building No. 3).

The results of the excavations show that there are reasons for claiming
that the settlement near the village of Dyadovo came into being after the great
Pecheneg invasion in 1048.52 In all probability exactly then the following set-
tlements were established: those in the vicinity of Ezero, Nova Zagora region,
near Galabovo, Madrets, Lyubimets, Sevtopolis33, near Yabalkovo, Dimitrovgrad
region>4 and many others.

48 JI. AmamxoB, Mamepuannama kymmypa na FOeousmouna bvieapus npes IX—X
ek, CnaBsuute u cpeansemHomopckus cat VI-XI ek, BAH, (Codus 1973), 135-159.

49 B. Borisov, Op. cit. 369-370, fig. 377.
50 B. Bopucos, Op. cit. 245-247, 06p. 33 a-u.

51 1. Yanrosa, Op. cit. 138; IlenueB B. Monemume om cpeonogexosnomo cenuwye
nao Cesmononuc. Ceprononuc, 2, (Copust 1984), 137.

52 B. Borisov, Op. cit. 378-379

53 B. Bopucos, Cpeorosexosnomo ceno npes IX=XII 6. ha mepumopusima Ha OHewHa
FOzousmouna bvacapus, Ilpod. a. u. H. Ctan4yo BakanHOB M cpeqHOBEKOBHATa ObITapcka

kynrypa, (B. TeprOBO 2005), YHUBepCcUTeTCKO M3aaTencTBO ,,CB. ¢B. Kupun u Meroauii”, 310.

54 K. Menamen, XK. AnamkoB, Apxeonocuuecku paskonku 0o c. Abwvikoso, Jumu-
mposzpadcko. CpeonosexosHo cenuuge u nekponon, ClIaCHTEITHU apXeoIOrHIeCKH Pa3KOIIKH
10 TpaceTo Ha jxesezombTHATa JUHUS [lnoBnuB — Ceunenrpazn mpe3 2004 r. (B. TspHOBO
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A new stage in the development of the settlement network at the end of the
first half of the 11th century could be traced in the Rhodopes and the Strandzha
Mountain. In the Rhodopes a great number of new settlements and necropo-
leis appeared and many fortresses were reconstructed — Devin, Dorkovo, Ustra,
Semnichevo, Sedlare and others.55 In the Strandzha Mountain at the same time
the following fortresses were reconstructed: “Kaleto” near the village of Iglika,
“Asara” near the village of Melnitsa and the one near the village of Karavelovo,
Yambol region.56

Demographic explosion connected with the coming into being of many new
settlements about the middle of the 11th century was determined in the territory
of South-West Bulgaria. At that time, there appeared the medieval settlements
near the villages of Belyovo, Gorna Sushitsa, Dzhigurovo, Zlatolist, Kalimantsi,
Laskarevo, Lyubovka, Hotovo, Hrasna, Harsovo, Churichene, Yavoritsa and
Yanovo.57

After the great demographic changes that spread over the Bulgarian lands
towards the end of the 11th century, a relatively peaceful period set in, probably
a result of the economic growth that spread throughout the Byzantine Empire.>8
Most probably, as a result of the economic upsurge, the settlements grew. This led
to the appearance of new quarters in their near vicinity, i. e. certain “swarming”
was observed. Exactly at that time — about the middle of the 12th century, new
necropoleis appeared too. A proof that speaks for itself for that is the settlement in
the Gradishte countryside near the village of P. Gradets where three necropoleis
and new quarters were established, which were situated round the central settle-
ment. The fortress near the village of Iskritsa was surrounded by three necropo-
leis too. New necropoleis have been discovered near the villages of Dyadovo,
Karanovo, Znamenosets, Karasura and many others.

At that time too a group of settlements came into being near the villages of
Gipsovo and Gledachevo, Radnevo region, near Assenovets as well as the isolat-
ed quarter of the settlement near Karanovo, Nova Zagora region, the settlements
Krum I (in the “Kara dere” countryside) and Krum II (in the “Keramlaka” coun-
tryside) — Dimitrovgrad region and others.59 A proof that those settlements were

2006), 251-252.

55 H. JamsuoB, K. KucwoB, Pasysnasamenno obxoxcoane u cOHOAXNCU 6 paiio-
Ha Ha 2pad [leeun, ApXeoNorHdeckd OTKpUTHS U paskonkw mpe3 1983, (Cmomsa 1984),
123-124; K. Melamed, Mittelalterliche Bestattungssitten in den Rhodopen, Beitrdge zur
Mittelalterarchdologie in Osterreich, (1993), 9, 5-39; K. Cranes, 2004. Op. cit. 44.

56 A. Tlomos, Cmpanoacancko-Cakapckusm epanuyeHr pation npe3 cpeoHo8eKosue-
mo, CTpaH)KaHCKO-cakapcku cOopHuK, 11, ku. 2, (Manko TepHoBO 1984), 79, 81; U. Kpaii-
4eB, Apxeonozuuecku paskonKu u npoyueaHus Ha KbCHOAHMUYHAMA U CPEOHOBEKOBHA Kpe-

nocm kpaii ¢. Kapaeenoso, SAmboncko. ApXeolOTHUECKH OTKPUTHS U pa3Konku mpe3 1989,
(Krocrenmmi 1990), 112-113.

57 b. llgetkoB, Cenuwynama mpesica 6 donunama na Cpeona Cmpyma npez Cpeono-
sexoguemo IX—XVII eex, Copus 2002, 94-95; K. Cmanes. 2004, Op. cit. 44.

58 B. Tozenes, benejcku 6bpxy ucmopusima na 6vieapckume 3emu u 6viazapume no-
JI08UH cmonemue npeou evcmanuemo Ha Acenesyu (1186—1188), Tlpod. a. u. H. Cran4o
BakimHoB n cpenHoBeKoBHaTa Obirapcka Kyntypa, (B. Teproso 2005), 41.

59 B. Bopucos, Conoadichu npoyueaHuss HA PAHHOBU3AHMULCKO U CPEOHOBEKOBHO
cenuwe 6 3emauwemo na c. luncoso, 8 xomnuexca , Mapuya-usmox . ,,Mapuma-u3Tox".
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founded in a later period is also the increased share of ceramics manufactured on
a treadle potter’s wheel — it reaches 81.25 % in Gipsovo, 82.46 % in Assenovets,
91.99 % in the quarter in Karanovo, 96.53 % in Gledachevo I, and 98.2 % in
Krum L

The peaceful period in the 12th century and especially about the middle
and the second half of this century was disturbed by the crusades. The third one
(1189-1192) turned out to be fatal for the development of the settlement network
in Thrace. In spite of the conducted negotiations with the Byzantine government
this time, again the passing of the crusaders was accompanied with a lot of bloody
skirmishes from which the Bulgarian population suffered worst. The sources
show that military operations were conducted in the region between Philipopol
and Beroe. The participant in the campaign Ansbert in his detailed description of
the capturing and the burning down of Philipopol and Beroe asserts that “between
Philipopol and Constantinople one could not find a dweller neither of a town nor
of a fortification”.60

The great atrocities of the knights provoked a new emigrant wave, this
time from the south to the north. A proof of this again are the results of archaco-
logical research. A large number of the settlements that happened to be situated
along the route of the crusaders were set on fire and this caused mass psychosis.
Others were left by their inhabitants in an organized manner under the threat of
the crusader peril. The population of Thrace migrated again to the north in great
numbers where the Bulgarian Kingdom had already been restored. This explains
the lack of burnt layers and traces of fires in the greater part of the settlements.
However, Philipopol and Beroe were reduced to ashes. Exactly during the Third
Crusade the following settlements ceased to exist: near the village of Kovachevo,
Pazardzhik region, near the villages of Oyadovo and Ezero, Nova Zagora region,
near Radnevo, Znamenosets, Gipsovo, Gledachevo I and III, and P. Gradets —
Radnevo region, the fortress near the village of Iskritsa, Galabovo region, Krum I
and II, Dimitrovgrad region, and many others. Proof of this could be found again
in the archaeological research.6!

In all the abandoned settlements, the last discovered coins date from the be-
ginning of the reign of Isaac Il Angelos (1185-1195) and among them are missing
the so called Bulgarian or Latin imitations which are characteristic of the begin-
ning of the 13th century.

Apxeonorndecky npoyusanus, 3, (Paguneso 1995), 227-241; Eadem. Kepamuxama om cpeo-
HosexkosHOmMO cenuwje Kpaii c. Inedaueso. Mapuma-u3Tok . ApXeoIorn4ecky NpoyIBaHUs,
4, (PamueBo 1997), 129-183; Eadem, 2002. Op. Cit. 81-84; b. bopucos, I. llleiinesa, Cpeo-
nogexogrnomo cenuwje kpati c. Kpym, Jumumposzpadcko, IlpuHocu xbM ObIrapckara apxe-
onorus, V, (Codus 2009) ,,Araro”, 248-249; E. Esrumona, XK. Anamxos, A. Kamenapos,
Conoacnu paszxkonku ¢ M. Kepamrnvka 0o c. Kpym, Jumumposepadcko. CiaCUTEIIHU apxe-
OJIOTMYECKH PA3KOIKH IT0 TPACEeTO Ha jKeJe30IrbTHaTa JUHUS [InoBaus — CBuiieHrpan mpes
2004 r. (B. Tepuoo 2006), 270; E. EBrumoBa, Cpednosexosno cenuwe 6 m. ,, Kepamavra”,
c. Kpym, JJumumpoeepadcko, CiaCUTEIIHN apXeoJIOTHUECKU Pa3KOIIKH 110 TPAceTo Ha Kelle-
3ombTHaTa uHASA [I1oBauB — Ceunenrpax npes 2005 r. (B. TsprOBO, 2008), 70.

60 Ansbert, Historia de Enpeditione Frederici Imperatoris. TUBW, 111, 1965, 245-291.

61 B. Borisov, Features of Medieval Culture during the 11%h—]2th Centuries on Northeast
Thrace. “Maritsa-Iztok”. Archaeological Research., vol. 5, (Radnevo 2001), 147-148.
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The analysis of the archaeological data and the written sources gives the
opportunity to specify the date of the organized abandonment of the settlements.
From some of the most reliable sources for the Third Crusade — the anonymous
Historia Peregrinorum and Historia de Enpeditione Frederici Imperatoris by
Ansbert — we learn that the knights stopped at Philipopol on 24.08.1989 and two
days later (26.08.) they entered the city where they found great amounts of sup-
plies for the army. They stayed there 11 weeks.62 Both authors also maintain that
meanwhile part of the crusader army led by the Marshal of the emperor’s court,
duke Henry and the duke of Meran took Beroe (today’s Stara Zagora) and with
the booty plundered there returned back to Philipopol.63 (The same authors, not
without pride, also relate that the crusaders devastated the whole country and
came back overloaded with booty and foodstuffs, and that there was such a great
number of sheep and oxen, and small farm animals too in the army that an ox was
sold at five denarii, and a ram — at two or three denarii. In this way, by plundering
the local population, all who aspired to accumulate booty quite easily gained gold,
silver and a lot of money.64 Without any doubts, the greater part of the booty was
plundered from the vicinity of Philipopol and Beroe, i. e. from the population of
Thrace.

Eleven weeks later, on 5.11.1189, part of the crusaders led by Emperor
Frederick I Barbarossa, left Philipopol and set off for Constantia. They got there
after a week. Part of the crusader army (headed by four bishops according to
Historia Peregrinorum, and by five according to Ansbert) was left as a security
guard of the town. Meanwhile in the winter of 1189, the crusaders took the town
of Batkun and killed off 300 of the town’s defenders.65 Most probably exactly at
that time the settlement near the village of Kovachevo, Pazardzhik region, which
was situated not far away from the mentioned town, was abandoned in an organ-
ized manner because of the threatening danger.66

The sources, that have been analyzed so far, do not give the exact date on
which the unit left to guard Philipopol quit the town. But according to presbyter
Magnus this happened on 15.01.1190. The same author testifies that the crusad-
ers arrived in Constantia a week later, i. e. on 21.01.67 While advancing toward
Constantia part of the crusader army turned off the road, entered Beroe, accu-
mulated enough booty and burnt down the town.68 The information about the
burning down has been supported by archaeological data. During excavations in
the town, a thick layer with traces of fire dating back to the period of the Third
Crusade has been found out.

Besides, outside the fortress walls and quite next to them limekilns have
been discovered dating back to the very end of the 12th and the beginning of the
13th century, which beyond doubt were connected with the reconstruction of the

62 Historia Peregrinorum, 232.

63 [bidem

64 [bidem, 234.

65 [bidem, 241.

66 TI. Tares, Op. cit. 157.

67 Hronicon Magni Presbyteri. JIUBU, 111, 1965, 213.
68 Ansbert, Op. cit., 283.
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fortress walls after the disastrous Third Crusade. I think that exactly in this pe-
riod — between 15 and 21 of January, 1190, a large number of settlements were
abandoned in an organized manner: Dyadovo and Ezero, Nova Zagora region,
Radnevo, Znamenosets, Gipsovo, Gledachevo I and 111, and P. Gradets — Radnevo
region, the fortress near the village of Iskritsa, Galabovo region, Krum I and II,
Dimitrovgrad region and many others®°.

But still some settlements that remained aside of the crusaders’ route, con-
tinued their existence. The greater part of them were situated in the south foot of
Sredna Gora Mountain or near the Balkan Range Mountain. To this group belong
the town at the “Hisarlaka” in Sliven, the settlement over the Thracian town of
Seutopolis, Assenovets and Karanovo — Nova Zagora region.’0 Maybe the me-
dieval settlement near the village of Yabalkovo, Dimitrovgrad region’! could be
added as well as some others which survived until the beginning of the 13th cen-
tury when probably during the war of Kaloyan against the Latin Empire they were
also abandoned forever.72 This new migratory wave was not as great as the one
from the second quarter of the 11th century, but still it marked a new stage in the
development of the settlement network in the lands of today’s North Bulgaria.
At the end of the 12th century, or at the very beginning of the 13th century new
settlements were founded and many fortresses were populated again: the settle-
ment near the village of Hotnitsa, Veliko Tarnovo region,”3 “Chirakmana” near
Kaliakra, the fortress ‘“Prechista” near the village of Gradnitsa, Gabrovo region.74
At the same time, the fortress in the “Kaleto” countryside near Berkovitsa was
re-populated.’S A proof of the beginning of a new stage in the development of the
settlement network in North Bulgaria are again the results of field work. In the
territory of the today’s Razgrad region 10 new settlements came into being at the
end of the 12th century; in Dobrich region at the same time another 11 settlements
were founded. The culmination was in Russe region where 27 new settlements
appeared.76

Thus the Third Crusade turned out to be catastrophic for the development
of the settlement network in Thrace. After the crusade, the whole plane part of this
considerable territory was depopulated for a long time, which has been confirmed
by the data from archaeological research.

69 b. Bopucos, [emocpaghckume npomenu npez XI-XII 6. 6 onewnume 6vicapcku
3emu..., 39.

70 B. Borisov, Features of Medieval Culture during the 11th—12th. ... 147-148.

71 K. Menamen, XK. Anamxos, Op. cit. 261.

72 B. Borisov, Op. cit., 147-148.

73 . Anekcues. Cpedrosexkosrnomo cenuue npu ceio Xomuuya, Benukomvproscko,

CpennoBexoBHO THpHOBO. Apxeonorndecku npoyusanus. FOouneen c6opuuk, (B. TepHOBO
2004), ,,Abarap”, 64-65.

74 A. Mumnues, I1. Jumutpos, 0. IlonekoBa, Paskonku na kpenocmma [lpeuu-
cma” npu c. Ipaonuya, Tabposcku oxpve, APXCONOTHUECKU OTKPUTHS M PA3KOIMKH Mpe3
1980 ., (Cocpmst 1981), c. 126.

75 J1. 1xoHoBa, Paskonku Ha Kechoanmuunama Kpenocm “Kanemo” ¢ bepkosuya.
ApPXeoNornyecKy OTKPUTHS U paszkonku mpe3 1987, (bnaroesrpaa, 1988), 114.

76 K. Amoctonos u ap., Op. cit. 155-332.
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bopuc bopucos
(Yuuepsurer Ceetux hupmia n Meronuja y Benmkxom TpHOBY)
CVYJBMHA MPEXE HACEJbA HA TEPUTOPUIU JAHAIIE JVXKHE BYTAPCKE
HAKOH TPERET" KPCTAILIKOI" PATA (1189-1190)

Unanak je mocBeheH Mpexy Hacesba Ha TEPUTOPHjU NaHamimke JyxHe Byrapcke HaKoH
Tpeher kpcrarnikor para (1189 —1190. ronune). Hajpanuje nemorpadcke mpoMeHe moBe3aHe cy
ca oxonoM kHe3a CBjarociaBa 968—969. roguHe, KOju je 3a1a0 MpBU 030MIbaH yaapall pa3Bojy
nHppacTpyKType y ceBepouctouHoj Byrapckoj, Hapounto y oOpyuu. Kao pesyarar Tora,
MHOTH I'PajIoBH, cella M yTBpherma NeNMMUYHO Cy YHHUIITEHH, a BEIUKH OpOj HUX HaITyIITeH
je 3ayBeK.

Jpyru daranan yaapai pa3Bojy cucTeMa rpajoBa U ceia y ceBepHoj byrapckoj 3amana
je unBasmja [leuenera y npoj nonosunu X1 Beka. [Tocnesuna Tora je 1a ce )KUBOT HACTABUO
caMo y HEKOJIMKO yTBphema nyx JyHasa u Llpaor mopa — Betpen, dpcrap, Tyrpakan, [Takyjy
nyu Coape, [unocrparuja, Hydapy, Xpcoso, Hcakua, Bapra u apyru. ¥ To Bpeme BelnnKH
Opoj rpasoBa u cena je 3ayBek paspyuieH — y ommsunu cena [lonmna, [lap Acen, [apBan u
Mamu IIpecnasen y perrony Cumctpe, Onpua u Knagenim y pernony Jo6puda, XpcoBo y
peruony lllymena, Kpusuna y peruony Pycea, I'uren y peruony Ilnesena, kao 1 yrBphema kox
Mesnpe, Cxane u Pyjua, Kinanenun, Xyma y peruony Pasrpana, Bpas, Crapo ceno u JInbade
y pernoHy Bpane 1 MHOTa fpyTa.

Jleo cTaHOBHUINTBA KOjH je MpexxuBeo HHBa3Mjy [leueHera 61O je MpUMOpaH Jia TPaKH
YTOUMIITE, IITO j€ JOBEJO 0 MacOBHE MHUTpPAIMje Ha jyr. JenaH Ae0 CTAaHOBHMINTBA HACEINO
ce y IpHUpOAHO 3amTHheHe pernoHe y MOJHOXK]y M caMOM balKaHCKOM IUTaHHHOM, a APYTH
JIe0 Tpelao je IUIAaHMHY M OCHOBAO BEJIMKM Opoj IpajioBa M cella — M3HAJ TPAvykor rpaja
Cesromnonuca, O3y cena KoBaueBo y pernony Ilasapymka, Bamoso u Jesepo y pernony Hosa
3aropa, TpojanoBo-I'otema nerenuna y perrony Pagnaeso, 'anadoso, C. Kupmiioo, Manperr,
3narHa nuBaza y peruony YUmpnan, JbyOumen u mpyra. 3a mporBar rpajgoBa U cena Kpajem
TIpBe TT0JI0BHHE 11. BeKa CBEOYM M HyMHU3MATHIKH MaTepHjall.

Jom jeman 030WJpaH ymapall pa3Bojy HHPPACTPYKType, KOjU je AOBEO IO 3HaYajHHUX
neMorpadcekux mpoMeHa, gorofauo ce Tokom Tpeher kpceramikor para 1189—1190. ronune, kaaa
Cy ymajd 3aIaJHOEBPONICKUX BUTE30Ba M3a3BaI HOBE MHUTPAIMOHE Tallace, ajld OBOTa IMyTa
ca jyra Ha ceBep. Tama cy crpagana cena xon KosaueBa y peruony [lazapuuka, HBamoBo u
Jesepo y pernony Hosa 3aropa, PagneBo-3namenocer, I'uncoo, Ilosscku I'panen, Ienageso
1 u 3 y pernony PagneBo, TBphaBa xox cena Vickpuna y pernony ['ana6oso, Kpym y peruony
JlMMHTpOBrpaga ¥ MHOTa JpyTa, IITO je HEOCIIOPHO JOKA3aHO PE3yNTaTHMa apXCOTOMIKHX
HCKOIIaBambha.

CTaHOBHUIITBO KOj€ j€ MPEeKUBEIIO 3BePCTBA BUTE30BA HAIIIO j€ YTOUHIITE Ha CEBEPY,
rae je 10 Taza oOHOBJbeHO byrapcko kpasbeBcTBO. Kpajem 12. Beka mojaBHIIM Cy ce HOBH
IPajoBH U CejIa, a )KUBOT Y HEKMM YTBPhCHUMA MI0UYeO je TIOHOBO — Y ONM3UHU cea XOTHHUIIA
y peruony Bemuxo TproBo, ,Yupakmana‘ xox Kasapne, TBphasa ,,IIpeuricra* kon 'pagnure y
peruony I"abpoga, ,,Kanero* xox bepxosune. JledpuHutnBan 10Ka3 3a OBy HOBY a3y pas3Boja
UHOPACTPYKTYpE MPYXKajy U pe3yATaTd TePEHCKUX UcTpakuBama. Y XII Beky Ha TepUTOPHjU
JaHamImber pernoHa Pasrpan nogurayto je 10 HOBUX Hacesba, y pernoHy Jlobpuua — 11, ay
peruony Pycea —27.

Ha kpajy ce u3BomM 3aKJbydak Jia pe3yjITaTH apXCoJOMIKHX HCTPaKHBamba IPYyKajy
ne(hMHUTHBHY NOTBPIY 3a HH(OpMaIMje U3 HCTOPHjCKHX U3BOPA, a 32 MHOTe noralaje oHu cy
JEMHH TIOY3JaH| JO0KA3.



