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This book in two vol-
umes of 982 pages follows Stefan
Rohdewald’s German original the-
sis Gotter der Nationen. Religiose
Erinnerungsfiguren  in  Serbien,
Bulgarien und Makedonien bis 1944,
published by Bohlau in 2014.

Having started career of an his-
torian at the Universities of Zurich
and Frankfurt, he proceeded at Passau
and Gieflen, and is now professor at
the University of Leipzig. His main
interests are studies of trans-cultural
structures of memory concepts of
long duration between East and West
of Europe, entanglement history, cul-
ture of remembrance, and nationalism
as religion.

This monumental oeuvre is
made up by five parts, the main three
of which have multiple chapters and
subchapters. The Introduction pres-
ents major issues of research provid-
ing overview of vast scholarship with
sources (p. 1-32), with listing all the
reviews of the German edition. The
first part endeavors the earliest body
of sources through which the author
identifies medieval cults of ecclesi-
astics, royals and state capitals up to
18th Century as paradigms for mem-
ory figures of the Orthodox South
Slavs in the Balkans (p. 33-159).
Focusing on Bulgarian and Serbian
political-religious discourses he me-
ticulously analyzes textual evidence
on saints different in origin, from
Sts Cyril and Methodius, Kliment
of Ohrid, and Paraskeve, to the
Bulgarian Tsars Boris and Petar, John
Vladimir of Skadar, to hermits John
of Rila, Toakim of Osogovo, Gabriel
of Lesnovo, Prohor of P¢inja, and the
holy royals and church princes of me-
dieval Serbia, Simeon Nemanja and
Sava, with other Nemanid dynasts
and actors of the Kosovo myth, Prince

Ilocnenmwa  xmwura  Illtedana
PoneBanna, y nBa Toma ca 982 crpanuiie,
CICM EHETOBy Te3y, 00jaB/beHy Ha
HemaykoM kao Gotter der Nationen.
Religiose Erinnerungsfiguren in Serbien,
Bulgarien und Makedonien bis 1944, xon
m3nasada Bohlau 2014. roqune.

Kao wucropuuap Lt Ponesang
MOYNEEe  HAa  YHHBEpP3UTCTHMA Y
Hupuxy m Opaskdypry, HacTaBjpa y
rpagoBuma Ilacay u T'ucen, e mpenaszu
Ha JIQJIIMIIKA YHUBEp3WTET. Iberosa
DIaBHa WHTEPECOBAKBA Cy H3ydaBame
MehyKylITypHHX Be3a Yy KOHLENTHMa
cehama Jyror Tpajama usmely Hcroka u
3amaga EBpore, ucTopuje mperumrama,
Kyntype cehama, Te HalMOHaIM3Ma Kao
pemiryje.

OBO KOJIOCATHO JENO  CacToju
ce O IleT JIeNioBa a TPW INIaBHA HMajy
10 HEKOIMKO MAmUX [ONIaBjba M|
NOTTIONIAaBJbA. YBOI TIpy)Ka Tpenien
DIABHUX TEMA MCTPaKMBamba C YBUIOM Y
TPETXOHE CTynuje U m3Bope (cTp. 1-32),
Ka0 ¥ NoOpojaHe TIpHKa3e HEMayKor
m3nama. [IpBu neo kwure nocseheH je
HajpaHHjUM W3BOpHMA Y KOjUMa ayTop
aHaJIM3Mpa LPKBEHE W JIp)KaBHE KYJITOBE,
Kao ¥ NPECTOHMILIE IPABOCIIABHUX Jy»KHHX
Cnosena Ha bankany, on cpeamer Beka
O HOBHjer 1003, Kao MEMOpHjaTHEe
obpactie 3a kyntypy cehama (ctp. 33-159).
C ¢okycom Ha OyrapcKuM W CPIICKAM
TIONIUTUYKO-PENIATHJCKUM ~ HapaTHBHMA
ayTop TNaXJBHBO aHAIM3HpA IHCaHA
CBEJJOYAHCTBA O CBETUTEIHUMA PA3ITIINTOT
nopekina, moueB on CB. hupmma u
Meromuja, CB. Kimmenta Oxpuackor
u Cs. Iletke, mpeko Oyrapckux Iapera
Bopuca u [letpa, napa Jopana Bnagumupa,
myctumaxka JoBaHa Punckor, Joakuma
Ocorosckor, T'aBpuna JlecHOBCKOr U
IIpoxopa ITummckor; 10 CBETHX Blajaapa
U KJIMpHKa cpemmoBexoBHe Cpbuje, CB.
Cumeona Hemame u CB. Case, apyrux
Hemamnha, ka0 m akrepa KOCOBCKOT
MuTa, KHe3a Jlasapa u necrora MHACTHja
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Lazar and Despots from the Lazarevi¢
and Brankovi¢ dynasties. This is pre-
lude for the next two chapters which
elaborate the network of adapted ver-
sions of medieval myths in service
of state and church propaganda. The
second chapter deals with invention
of the Balkan Christian nations within
European agenda in the 19th Century,
obscured by the attempts to overcome
the “Asiatic” heritage (p. 160-485).
It outlines blurred proto-histories,
chronicles and genealogies resurrect-
ed through invention of traditions and
by nationalizing old Christian saints
against regional cultic praxes of iden-
tical contents. The third part gives in-
sight of ideological platforms aimed to
mobilize and sacralize nations (1918—
1944) through religious remembrance
(p. 487-841). Comparative analysis
elucidates how local memory figures
were used in journalism, historiog-
raphy, sermons, and daily politics of
the newly formed states whose elites
desperately searched for proofs of
ancient and divine roots of their na-
tions with misuse and abuse of facts
invoked by postcolonial frustration.
Here, it should be noted, the author
lacks to stress that it actually comes
from subconscious awareness that
modern European religion stems from
converts as its very origin was the
Near East, while being imposed to
the peoples by the both foreigners and
high classes. That is why tribes invent
philetist national God because such
“domestic” deities are much easier to
embrace. The book ends with conclu-
sion of the main findings (p. 842-899),
an index (p. 970-981) and bibliogra-
phy (p. 901-969), with 988 of scholar-
ly references, 140 volumes of sources,
and 82 newspapers and magazines.
With diachronic comparative
approach for medieval, early modern

JlazapeBuha n Bpankxosruha. OBoM yBOTY
clielie Hape/iHa JBa TIOIVIaBJba Iie ayTop
Pa3oTpKKBa MPEXKY MpUIaroeHuX Bep3uja
CPEIIbOBEKOBHHX MHTOBA Yy  CIIy)KOU
JIpYKaBHE M LIPKBEHE Iporiaraxyie. Y Apyrom
JIeTly pa3Marpa Kako cy TokoM 19. Beka
OaKaHCKU XPUITNAaHCKH HAPOIY BHICITH
ce0e y OKBUpY Ipolieca eBporeH3aLmje y3
CTaJlaH TPUTHCAK Ja ce mpesasule crapo
»asajarcko“ Haciehe (ctp. 160-485). Ty on
HCITHTY]e HejacHe IPOTONCTOPHjE, XPOHNKE
U POIOCIOBE O)XXHBJbCHE H3MHIIBEHOM
IpernajoM, Kao ¥  HAIMOHAIM30BAEEM
JPEBHUX XpUIINAHCKUX CBETUTEha Ha
(OHY pErMOHAHMX KyITHHX OOWYaja
UICHTHYHOT  campkaja. Tpehm  meo
Tpy’Ka yBHJ Yy HIEOJIOIIKE IUIarhopme
KOje WMajy 3a IWh Ja MOOWIMILY U
CaKpaJn3yjy Halljy HETOBAHEM BEPCKOT
mamMhema (1918-1944). VYnopenna
aHaIM3a pasjallbaBa Kako Cy HOBHHADH,
WCTOpHYApH, CBEIUTCHHIM W JHEBHA
NOJIUTHKA KOPHCTHIIM JIMKOBE BE3aHE
3a  MecTa JIOKATHHX MEMopHja Y
HOBO()OPMHUpAHMM JIp)KaBama 4YHje Cy
CNIMTEe OYAJHMUYKM Tparajie 3a JOKa3uMa
JIPEBHHX U CBETUX KOPEHA CBOjUX Hapoa,
YecTo  y3  3N0ynorpedy  UMEbCHHIA
ycllenl TIOCTKOJIOHHWjaliHe  (pycTpanyje.
AyTop mpomymTa 1a yKkaxe Ha TO Ja
Ta (PYCTHPAHOCT JISKH Yy IOJCBECHOM
casHamYy Jia TiocTojeha eBporicka penmrija
TIOYMBa Ha KOHBEPTUTHMA, 12 jOj j€ TIOPEKIIO
Bmckn uctok, Te ma cy je momahem
CTaHOBHHIUTBY HaMETAIH KaKO CTPaHLH,
TaKo W BUIIH CJOjeBH. 3aTO Cy IUIEMEHa
CTBapaja COICTBEHOT  (DHIETUCTHIKOT
Y HanuoHamHor bora momiro je TakBo
,JomMahe“ OoaHCTBO OWIO  MHOIO
nakme npurpiutd. Kebura ce 3aBpiuaBa
3aKJbYYKOM C TMPENIEZIOM HajBaKHHjHX
Hamaza (ctp. 842-899), mHmekcom (cTp.
970-981), kao u Oudmmorpadujom (cTp.
901-969), ca 988 HayuHmMX pedepeHIH,
140 TomoBa u3BOpa U 82 HacIOBa HOBUHA
1 9acoInca.
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or modern periods the author makes
his point, in that south-eastern Europe
ended up in extremism failing to pro-
vide ethnic and cultural plurality, but
not without omissions or faults: if he
had used medieval charters he would
have had stronger basis for his first
chapter, and what is also vague is
how scholars treat both the outcome
of the Blackbird Battle or its overall
background (cf. the breakthroughs
by S. Cirkovi¢, A. Krsti¢, M. Suica,
I. Colovié). What is also neglected is
the vernacular epic poetry as tissue
for inventing traditions. Instead of
abundant quotes in footnotes given in
translation, which are often repeated
in the main text for no obvious reason,
imagery should have been used more
since the book contains only 26 illus-
trations.

And there are errors: in Index on
p. 979 the same figure appears twice,
Stefan DuSan and Stefan Uro§ IV
Dusan; the Serbian Uprising was not
in 1806 (p. 858) but in 1804; pp. 496,
805 render “anamet” instead of “am-
anet”, translated “commandment”,
which actually means covenant, vow,
oath; on p. 803 instead of “be sancti-
fied, new Serbian Jerusalem” it must
state “be enlightened” after “®wrilov,
eotilov 1 véa Tepovoainu ...” from
Isaiah, and John Damascene; on p.
406 instead “under one blood (pod
jedan krov)” it must be “under one
roof” since it is not Russian kpoBb
for blood but Serbian kpos for roof;
on p. 426 the relics of Stefan the First
Crowned were not “in 1839 trans-
lated from the monastery of Kaleni¢
in Austrian/Hungarian territory to
Studenica in Serbia”, since Kaleni¢
sits in the central Serbia and the relics,
before returning to Studenica, were
actually brought to Kaleni¢ from Srem
(Sirmium, Sirmia) in Hungary.

IMPUKA31
JlnjaxpoHujcKu YIIOPEIHAM
TIPUCTYTIOM CPEIEbOBEKOBHOM,

MPEAMOZIEPHOM M MOJICPHOM  MIEPHOAY
aytop ytBphyje aa ce jyroucrouna Eppomna
HallUla y eKCTPEeMH3My HE YCIEBIIM Ja
OCTBApH CTHUYKH 1 KYJITYPHH ILTyPAITHTET;
WIAaK, ayTOp YNHH M3BECHE MpOITyCTe: 1
C€ KOPHCTHO CPEeIE-OBSKOBHUM TIOBEJbaMa,
MMao OU jaye apryMeHTe 3a PBO MOIIIABIEE,
Kao LITO HEOCTaje YBH He CaMo y HOBA
cazHama 0 KocoBckoj O Beh U meHy
YKyIIHY TO03a7uHy (B. 3HAaYajHE pajoBe
C. huprosuha, A. Kpcruha, M. lywurre,
W. Yonoruha). Takohe je 3aHeMapeHa
HapoJiHa ercKa T0e3uja Kao IUIOAHO TIO
3a CTBapame TPaJULMje. YMECTO ILITO Ce
MHOTH [JUTATH Y TIPEBOMY Y PycHOTaMa Oe3
HMajio pasiora MOHABJBAjy Y OCHOBHOM
TEKCTY KIbHTE, OHA je TpeOdayo 1a caipKu
MHOTO BHIIIe TyCTpaIyja TOMTO V HOj
rMa caMo 26 pernpomayKIHja.

A y K®U3M MMa U OMAlIKH: y
HHIEKCY Ha cTp. 979 1Ba mmyTa ce 1ojaBibyje
rcra mrgHocT, Credan dyman u Credan
VYporur IV Jlyiman; cprickd ycTaHak HUje
6uo 1806. (ctp. 858) Beh 1804. romune; Ha
ctp. 496 u 805 jamsba ce peu ,,aHaMeT a
Tpebano Ou ,,aMaHeT™ Koja je TpeBecHa
Kao ,,commandment (3amoBect)” ymecTo
3aBer (covenant), obeharme (Vvow), 3aKiieTBa
(oath); Ha crp. 803 ymecro ,,be sanctified,
new Serbian Jerusalem™ mopamo Ou nga
Oyne ,.be enlightened” mpema ,,Qwtilov,
ootilov 1 véa Tepovoodnp...” u3 Mcanjure
Kibure kao v Joeana JlamackuHa; Ha CTp.
406 ymecto ,under one blood (pod je-
dan krov)” mopa 6uth ,,under one roof
,” jep Ty HHUje KPOBb Ha pyckoM Behi KpoB
Ha CpIICKOM; Ha cTp. 426 MOIITH Kpasba
Credana IIpBoBeHuaHor Hucy ,,1839.
rozvHe npeHeTe u3 MaHacrupa Kanennha
Ha ayCTPHjCKO/YrapcKoj TEpUTOPHjH Y
Crynenmy y Cpouju®, jep ce Kamennh
Hay1a3n y HeHTpaiHoj CpOujH Te Cy MOIITH,
npe moBparka y CTyIeHWIy, 3ampaBo
norere y Kareanh n3 Cpema (Cupmujym),
Tana y Mahapckoj.



