IN MEMORIAM

JAP BAHA ITIOITOBA
DR VANIA POPOVA

(1945 - 2024)

Ha 16 aBrycrt 2024 1. B Codus,
B’I)J'[Fapl/lﬂ, BHC3AaIIHO HHU HaHyCHa
konerata 1-p Bans [Tonosa, gparoro-
JIUIIIEH YYaCTHHUK B CUMITO3nyMa Huin
u Buzautus. Bans [Tonosa Oe cBeTOB-
HONPHU3HAT CHEIUAINCT IO PUMCKHU H
PaHHOBU3aHTUHCKH MO3alK/, pUMCKH
TOPTPET; IBJITOTOAWIIEH H3CJIEI0Ba-
TeJ Ha OOTraToTO apXeoJOrHYecKo Ha-
cnenctBo Ha bearapus.

On August 16, 2024, in Sofia,
Bulgaria, our colleague Dr. Vania
Popova, a long-time participant in
the symposium Ni§ and Byzantium,
suddenly left us. Vania Popova was a
world-renowned specialist in Roman
and early Byzantine mosaics, Roman
portrait; a long-time researcher of
the rich archaeological heritage of
Bulgaria.
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Bab3nutanuk € Ha MOCKOBCKUA
YHHUBEPCHUTET, KbJETO C€ JUINIOMUPA B
CIELIMAJIHOCT UCTOPHUS Ha U3KYCTBOTO.
[Ipe3 1974 1. B MockBa 3amnuTaBa J0K-
TOpCKa AUCeTpaLus Ha TeMa: ,,Pumcku
W PaHHOXPUCTUSHCKA MO3alKH OT
Bearapust”. bauzo 40 roguHu padoTu
B MHCTHTYTA 32 M3Clie/iBaHEe HA U3KY-
cTBara npu beirapckara akajgemus Ha
HayKuTe, Karo mpemnofanamie 1 B Hos
OBJIrapCcku YHUBEPCHTET PUMCKO H3-
KyCTBO, aHTUYHA CKYJINTypa U aHTHY-
HO M300pa3uTeHo H3KycTBO. OcTaBH
0oraro Hay4HO HACJEICTBO OT Hax
200 myOnuKanMy B CTpaHaTa W dyK-
OuHa, pa3pabOTKH U MPOCKTH IO TEMH,
CBBp3aHU C PUMCKOTO M BU3aHTHICKO
U3KYCTBO, BKJIFOYMTETHO aHTHYHA
CKYJNTYypa U TMOPTPET, CTEHOIHC, MO-
3aiiKH, PAaHHOXPHUCTUSHCKO H3KYCTBO.
ChTpyOIHUYM B CbH3JAaBaHETO Ha HS-
KOJIKO eHLUKJIoneAun B bbiarapus:
C€HUHUKJIONENUs ,,IpaKkuiicka LUBUIU-
sarus, ,, Earuknonenus bearapus® u
,,EHITHKIIOTIE TS Ha H300pa3HTEIHOTO
n3KycTBO B bparapus®. Yyactsa u pb-
KOBOZIU MHOXECTBO apXEOJIOTHYECKU
eKcreuImn, cpel kouto HeceOsp,
Hoge, Cepnauka, EBnaropusi,
XepcoHec, Kepu, Krocrenaun,
Canpgancku, I'bpMeH 1 1p.

Bansa IlomoBa Oe Bcempu3Har
aBTOPUTET Cpell CIELUATHCTUTE B
CTpaHaTa W B 4y)XOHMHA, BOJICII aB-
TOp M PENaKTOp Ha Hal-IbJIHUTE Ka-
TajJ034, IOCBETEHHM HA pPaHHOXpHUC-
TUSHCKUTE CTEHOIIMCHM U MO3ailku
or boearapus: Pillinger, R., Popova,
V. & Zimmermann, B. Corpus der
spdtantiken  und  friihchristlichen
Wandmalereien — Bulgariens, Wien
1999 u Pillinger, R., Lirsch, A.,
Popova, V. (Red.) Corpus der spdtan-
tiken und friihchristlichen Mosaiken
Bulgariens, 1, 11, Wien 2016.

I[lo Bpeme Ha ngnara cu
Kapuepa TS OTIeJsIIe MHOTO BpeMe,

She is a graduate of Moscow
University in art history. In 1974,
she defended her doctoral disserta-
tion in Moscow on the topic: ,,Roman
and early Christian mosaics from
Bulgaria“. For nearly 40 years, she
worked at the Institute for the Study
of Arts at the Bulgarian Academy of
Sciences, and also taught Roman art,
ancient sculpture and ancient fine arts
at the New Bulgarian University. She
left a rich scientific legacy of over
200 publications in the country and
abroad, developments and projects on
topics related to Roman and Byzantine
art, including ancient sculpture and
portrait, wall painting, mosaics, early
Christian art. She collaborated in the
creation of several encyclopedias in
Bulgaria: encyclopedia ,,Thracian
Civilization®, »Encyclopedia
Bulgaria® and ,,Encyclopedia of Fine
Arts in Bulgaria“. She participated in
and led numerous archaeological ex-
peditions, including Nessebar, Nove,
Serdika, Evpatoria, = Chersonese,
Kerch, Kyustendil, Sandanski,
Garmen, etc.

Vania Popova was a recognized
authority among specialists in the
country and abroad, a leading author
and editor of the most complete
catalogs dedicated to early Christian
wall paintings and mosaics from
Bulgaria: Pillinger, R., Popova, V.
& Zimmermann, B. Corpus der
spdtantiken  und  friihchristlichen
Wandmalereien Bulgariens, Vienna
1999 and Pillinger, R., Lirsch,
A., Popova, V. (Ed.) Corpus der
spdtantiken  und  friihchristlichen
Mosaike Bulgariens, 1, 1I, Vienna
2016.

Throughout her career, she
devoted a lot of time to supporting new
generations of scholars, who are today
established and leading specialists in
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3a Ja MOIKPENs HOBUTE IMOKOJICHUS
YYEHHU, KOUTO JHEC ca WM3TrpajicHd U
BOJEIIM CIIEIHAJINCTH B 00JIacTTa Ha
M3KYCTBO3HAHUETO M apXCOJOTHATA.
He criupanie na pabotu 1o mocnemHus
CH ObX U Hpozn,nxcaBame y‘laCTI/IH B
HayYHH CHUMIIO3MYMH, KOH(EPECHIUH
u  koHrpecu. OrmajgeHocTTa U
KbM HayKaTa M OIIa3BaHETO Ha
MaMETHUIIUTE  ca  MpuMep  3a
ITOKOJIEHMS CIIEIMAINCTH U KOJIETH.

EnvH  W3KITIOUMTENlEH  YYeH,
H3ITBIIHEH C JIF000B U OTIAaIEHOCT KbM
HayKaTa U Xopara.

[Touwnsaii B Mmup, Bams!

op Ceemna [lemposa

the field of art history and archaeology.
She did not stop working until her last
breath and continued to participate in
scientific symposia, conferences and
congresses. Her dedication to science
and the preservation of monuments
are an example for generations of
specialists and colleagues.

An exceptional scientist, filled
with love and dedication to science
and people.

Rest in peace, Vania!

dr Svetla Petrova






