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KOHCTAHTHUH BEJIMKU, KVJIITHT KbM CIIBHIETO
N OI'bHA 1 BBJITAPCKUA MATMYECKHU OBPAJL —
HECTHMHAPCTBO / TAHL BbPXY JKMBA XXAPABA/

Koncrantin Benwkn e BB3MUTaH B CeMeiHara cpela Ha PEIUrHO3HA
TonepaHTHOCT. HeroBust 6aima mmir. KoHcTanmit Xiop e 0wt roperi moYnTares
Ha HEOIUTaTOHUYECKuTe Gpuocodceku cucteMu u kynra kbM CibHiieto /11onos,
2002/. be3cmopHO TOBIHSH OT Oara cu, MitaausT KOHCTaHTHH UMall BICUCHUE
KbM JIPEBHUTE MOHOTCHCTHYHHM KyITOBE Karo Tpakuiickus OpdusbM u
MaJI0a3uUCKUsl MUTpan3bM, KOSTO TO CBBP3Ba M C XPUCTHSIHCTBOTO. BhIpeku,
ye KOHCTaHTHH NpeBpbINa XPUCTUSHCTBOTO B IbpKaBHA PEIUTHS, MTOYTH 10
Kpasi Ha )KMBOTa CU TOM ocTaBa BepeH Ha conapHus Kynt /Dodds, 1968; Preger,
1901/. CrnpHueBuAT OOr € Hai-uecTo M300pa3siBaH Ha I'bpOa HA HETOBUTE
MOHETH.

B m3BOpuTE Ce crioMeHaBa 3a TOBA, Y€ TOH ¢ OWII WIeH Ha MUCTEPHATHO
00IIEeCTBO Ha MIOCBETCHU, CBBP3aHO C KYJITa KbM CITBHIIETO U orbHs1/ Burkhardt,
1880. BeposTHO TO3M JAyaJu3bM B HETOBUTE PETUTHO3HO-(PHIOCO(CKH
BB3TIICIN € HACIIE/ICH U ChXPaHCH B YHHUKAIHUS OBITapCKH MarmdecKu o0ps
“HeCTUHApCTBO .

B maii-roron3rounara gact Ha byprackust perroH ce JOKalIu3upa eaHa ot
JPEBHHUTE KOHTAKTHH 30HH Ha BajKaHCKUS MOIyOCTPOB, CBbP3aHa C aKTHBHUS
CHHTE3 MPe3 XUILLAOICTHATA MEKAY PA3IMYHA €THOCH, KYATYPH U PEIUTHU.
Bopxy Taszu ocuHoBa camo Ha 200 KM OT JApPEBHUTE TPOJHBH, PA3ACISIINA U
obenuusiBaiy EBpona u Asus, B uianuHata CTpaHpKa U JTHEC MOrar Ja ce
OTKPHST JKUBH TPAIHUIUH, CBEP3aHN C MATHIECKUS 00peN - UTpa BbPXy OTHEHA
xkapasa. Toil mpoabKaBa Jia ce MPaKTHKyBa M JTHEC OT MECTHUTE OOLTHOCTH
B Byprackust pernoH cbC ChIIOTO MPEKJIOHCHUE U Bspa B OOXKECTBEHATa CHIIA
Ha CTBHIIETO M OTBHS. 3ara3eHy eIWHCTBCHO B Ta3W 4acT Ha beirapus, Te3u
(eHOMEHM Ha cakpajHaTa KyJITypa C€ OINpENeNIAT OT HM3CIEeNIOBATENUTE Karo
CJIeJIM OT JPEBHOTO TPAKUCKO /ObJITrapcko/ mamaHcTBo /ApHaymos, 1971;
[lapankos, 1947; ®on B.- Heiikosa P.; Kanosiros, 2002/.

MecTHOTO OBITapCKO HACEICHHE, KOSTO € HOCHUTEN Ha Ta3h Marudecka
oOpeqHOCT, UMa oco0eHa HCTOpHYecKa ChI0a. B mepwoma Ha ocMaHCKO
BJIaJIMYECTBO, TO OCTABa U30JMPAHO OT O(PHIIHATHATA TOTUTHYECKA, CTHHUCCKA
U PEINrHo3Ha CHCTeMa, KOeTO € NMpUYMHA 3a 3ala3BaHe Ha 3/paBaTa BPH3Ka
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Ci. 1. ®onuc Ha umneparop Koncrantus I, onmako: CiipHUEBHST 60T

Fig. 1. Folis: Konstantine I, reverse The Sun God Helios

C MO-CTapuTe IUIACTOBE B TPaJAMLIMOHHATA KyiTypa. Hall-cuiHU ca Bpb3KUTE
C KynTypara Ha JpeBHa Tpakus, poanHara Ha MUTHYHHUS repoid Opdeidd u
opduvecKkuTe MUCTEpUATHH Tpa3HUIM. ToBa He € CilydaiiHO, 3a10TO UMEHHO
B Crpanypka ce OTKpuBaT Hail-MHOTO MeranuTHU mametHurn ot I — T xw.
mp. Xp. ¥ OCTAaHKH OT YHHKAJHU TPAKUHCKH CBETHIIMIIA. TIXHOTO (PU3NUIECKO
MIPUCHCTBUE C€ JOMBIBA OT IBJIOOKHTE CIIEAM HA HEBEPOSTHO HW3BHCEHA
MHUCTEPHAIIHOCT M KYJITOBHU MPAKTHKH, BB3MPOU3BEKAAIIM M JTHEC APEBHU
MUTOJIOTMYHM PEJIMKTU U Ha IBPBO MACTO CoapHO-XTOHUYHMSL KYJIT, HACOUEH
KBbM ITOYUTaHEe Ha OokecTBeHOCTTa HA CITBHIIETO U CBEIICHUs My Opak ¢ borunsta
— Maiika — 3eMsTa, paKIAHEeTO Ha TEXHUS CUH M KEPTBONPHUHOIIECHUETO MY B
CHMBOJIKAaTa Ha OTBHS- T.€. MPEHACSHETO My B HEMAaTCpPHATHUS OOXKECTBCH
cBaT /Don A.1986; Do B. 2000/

Ot 3HaYeHHE 332 UCTOPHITA HA HECTMHAPCTBOTO, OLIENIsa KaTo KyATYpeH
(enomen B EBpoma, ce siBsiBa 00CTOSTEICTBOTO, Y€ B MO-HOBO Bpeme - XIX-
XX BeK TO € OWJIO CHIIHO CTECHEHO reorpa)CcKku Karo mpakTHKyBaHe.Taka
Hal-OIaronpusTHUTE YCJIOBUS 32 HETOBOTO 3alla3BaHE Ce OKas3allu rojsmara
M30JIMPAHOCT OT JIPYTU KYJITYpHH BIMSHUS M HEIOCTBIIHOCTTA HA TO3U pailoH
pa3moyIoKEeH MEKIY IOKHHUTE OperoBe Ha UepHO MOpe M T'BCTUTEC TOPH Ha
ninanuHara Ctpanmka. CBeeHUsITa OT BropaTa nojoBrHa Ha XIX BeK MOKa3Bar,
ye HeCTHHAPCKUTE cela ca OWiIM OKoJIo 25 Ha OpoH, pa3MoyioKeHU OT JIBETE
CTaHU Ha CBhBpPEMEHHATa HU TpaHuma ¢ Typuus B OnMu3ocT g0 KpaiOpexHaTa
YEpHOMOpCKa 30HA B JMHMATA Mexay Typckute WHeama u Muausg Ha tor
u Owirapckute LlapeBo u [Ipumopcko Ha cesep /CnaseiikoB, 1875; Pyces,
1891; usaues, 1899, Upeuek, 1899/. [ToBeueTo ot cenara ca OWIH 3acencHH
C aBTOXTOHHATa OBJATAapcKka eTHorpadcka Irpyma HapuyaHa “pyniu’, KOSTO
€ CBbp3aHa C JIPEeBHHUTE TPAKUICKU MeTalypruyHu HeHtpose. Camo B JBe
HectuHapcku cena: Koctu n bpoannoso 10 Hauanoto Ha XX BEK UMajio CMECEHO
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Cu. 2. Kapra Ha pa3npocTpaHeHHETO Ha HECTHHAPCKHS puTyan B bypracku peruon

Fig. 2. Constantine the great, the cult of sun and fire and bulgarian magic ritual — nesti-
narstvo /dance on live embers/

HaceneHue Objirapu u repud. [1o Bpeme Ha CHbOUTHSATA OKOJIO BHCTAHUETO 3a
HaIMOHAIHO ocBoOOxeHue mpe3 1903 r. u mo-kbcHO bankaHnckara BoiiHa
/1912-13r./ u [TspBara cBeToBHA BoiiHa /1916-18 ./ mO-TOMSIMA YaCT OT TAXHOTO
HAaCEJICHUE CE TPECENIIO M Pa3sNpbhCHAIO BHB BBTPCIIHOCTTA HA IHEIIHUS
Bypracku pernon /Munerny, 1918; Mapunos, 1914/. a repuute OT JBeTe cena
ce nipecemy B aHenHa CeBeponsTouna [ 'spums /ApHaynos, 1971/. Taka Onnm
MIPEKBCHATH BPB3KUTE C OOIIHOCTTA U 3aTPYJHEHO MPAKTHKYBAHETO HA PUTYaJIa.
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Cn. 3. I1pe3 nenus eH TOJIEMHST OTBH Ce pa3naiBa
Ha IUIOIIA/A U CE PA3CTHIIAT BBIVICHUTE B KPBI C
nuametsp 8 o 10 metpa

3. All day long fire is burning in the square and the em-
bers are spread in a circle of about 8 - 10 m diameter.

C. 4. TIpexnansiHe Tpef CBEIICHUTE HKOHK

Fig. 4. Adoration in front of icons

Can. 5. Ornacsine Ha cemenuTe nkonu Ha Cs. Cs.
Koncrantun u Enena

Fig. 5. Bringing St St Constantine and Helena icons to
the sacred spring

Boropeku TpyaHOCTUTE He-
CTUHApCKUTE KOPEHU ca ce
CbXpaHUWJIM U OHEC CC sBsABa
HOBa TEHepamusi Hacjel-
HULM Ha IIOCBETEHUTE B
pa3IMyHU  CeJNMIIa  OKOJIO
Byprac, kosto BB300HOBSIBA
TpagunusTa. IIpumep 3a To-
Ba ca MPOBEXKJAaHUTE TIpe3
IOCIICAHUTE TI'OAWMHU HECTH-
HapCKU MPa3HULM OT TOTOMLIU
Ha HECTUHApH, 3aceiu ce B
kBapran ['opHo E3epoBo kpait
Byprac

Brannananectunapure
CC OTKpHUBAT MOaJICUYHU PEMHU-
HUCLEHLIMM Ha JAPEBHU Tpa-
KMHCKH KyJITOBU IPAKTHKH
3a Maru4ecko IOCBEIICHHE.
[lonoOHO Ha JpeBHUTE 3e-
MENENCKH  OOIecTBa, Te
BApBAT, 4Ye HA4YaJlOTO Ha
rogMHara 3amoyBa Ha 23
amprn /I'epreoBaeH mo crap
CTHJI/, KOTaro c€ Bb3paxkaa
npupojara. PasnonossiBanero
Ha 1nojayroausta, CbOTBETHO
MapkupaHu oT IeprbosieH
U JIUMUTPOBIIEH, € CBBpP3aHO
U CbC 3BE3IHUS KaJleHJaap
Ha HECTUHApUTEe, B KOWTO
Hali-Ba)XHO  MSCTO  3aeMa
cp3Be3aueTo llmesou - B
HapoxHara Tpaaunms ‘‘Ksa-
yka” win “Kokomka”. B
cpegara Ha Mall 70 Kpas Ha
IOHU CBH3BE3JIUETO CE SBSBA B
JI0OJIHAaTa 4YacT Ha 3BE3JHATa
KapTa Ha CEBEpPHOTO TOdy-
kb100. B cpenara Ha mepu-
ofma, kKoraro To € “‘momy’,
HECTUHApUTE MOYUTAT OTHe-
HaTa eMaHalus Ha CIIBHIIETO,
KaTo mpe3 HOIITa MpaBAT
CBOMTE WUIPU BBPXY OIHEHa
JKapasa.
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IIpu npuemanero
Ha  XPHUCTUSHCTBOTO
HECTUHApUTE pu-
croco0sBatT crapus
TPAKUWCKH  MaHTEOH
KbM HOBara pEeIUrus
W ce BIIUCBAT B XpPH-
CTHSIHCKATa Mpa3HUYHA
KyATypa TOJ TIOKPO-
ButenctBoto Ha CB.
Koncrantun u Enena,

YUITO TPa3HUK ChBIIAJA
¢ KyJIMUHAIMATA Ha Cx1. 6. ITogroroBkara Ha jxapaBata
HECTUHAPCKUTE  UI'PU Fig. 6. Preparing the embers

- 21 wmait mo craporo
IeToOpoeHe M Ha
3 J0OHM TI0O HOBOTO.
Twii kato Te ca pe-
BHOCTHH XPHUCTHUSIHH
u OyarodecTuBM Tpa-
BEJHUIM, TIPEIu TO-
Ba 40 ngum cnoassar
penuua HpPaBCTBEHU
BB3IbPKAHUSA, TOCTIT
U Cce€ TMpEYUCTBaT B
IIbPKBA, 3a Ja MoJydJar Ci1. 7. Haii-u3zBectTHaTa npopovMiia — IIaBHATa HECTHHAPKA
ITOJIKPEITaTa Ha CBETIIHTE 0aba 3nara BiK3a B Kpbra Ha )apasara, 1959

B TsxHara mnpopouecka Fig. 7. The most famous prophetess — the main nestinarka,
mucus.  IlpasHuuHMAT Zlata is dancing on the embers, 1959.

puTyas  3amo4Ba  OT
paHHa YTPHH C 00peTHO
HIECTBUE, HAYEI0 Ha
KOETO C€ JBMKAT He-
CTUHapH, Hoceum 0o-
raro yKpaceHU HUKOHH
Ha CB. KoHCTaHTHH U
Enena. To obuxans B
KPBI OKOJIO CEIIOTO U
3a€HO CbC CBELICHUK,

00X0KIa  CBELIECHUTE
38 CEIMIIETO H3BOPH Cu. 8. Haii-uzBectHara npopo4uiia — IliaBHaTa HeCTUHApKa
¥ mapakmucH. OT Iiia- 0aba 3nara TaHIyBa B Kpbra Ha ’kapasara, 1959.

BHUAT mapakiuc, B Fig. 8. The most famous prophetess — the main nestinarka,
KOMTO ce ChXpaHsBar, Zlata is dancing on the embers, 1959..

UKOHUTE Ha CBETUTE

MaTPOHU c€ U3BAXKAAT caMo Ha npa3Huka Ha CB. Konctantun u Enena 3aeaHo
C PUTYAJHHUAT ThlIaH. MeCTHUTE XOpa I'M Haphyar “‘omnamaru’ 3apaa AbJITUTE
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OpBXKKH, HalpaBeHU B
yJIeCHeHHe Ha HOCAYMTe,
KOMTO Mpe3 Lenus AeH U
HOILTa OINaBsBaT C TAX
mecTBueTo. Yecto meTH
HECTHHAapUTE BIIM3aT B
OTBHACTIX 33 1AM TICPTASAT
MOKPOBHUTEIICTBOTO Ha
CBETHTE NaTPOHHU.

Baxna poms B
obpennute €JIEMECHTH
Wrpae  KpbrbT, CHUMBOJ
Ha cabHIeTo. OcBeH 00U-
KOJKara B KpbI' OKOJIO
cemoTo, ¢ Kpbra (opma
ce odopMs U TIaBHATa
puryanHa crena. llpes
LEeJUAT JEH Ha Iulollaja

Cun. 9. TaHn Ha MJIafa HecTHHApKA, ¢. bwrarapu, 2002 Ha CCJIOTO TrOopH OTBH, a
Fig. 9. Dance of a young nestinarka, village of Bulgari, KapaBaTra C€ pasCTuia B
2002 KpbI C JMaMEThp OKOJIO
8-10 m. PaHo cytpuHTa €
U3BBPIIEHO )KEPTBONPUHOLIEHHE C TEJIe, OT KOETO C€ MPUTOTBS OOPEIHO SICTUE
—“kypOaH”3a BCHUYKM Y4YacTHUIM B mpa3zHuka. Cien cBedepsiBaHE 3aroyBar
HECIIMPHU X0pa /TaHIH B KPBI/ OKOJIO xkapasata. [1oj TexXKuTe, HACCYCHU 3By LU
HA PUTYATHUS ThIIaH, HECTHHAPUTE M3IIaJaT B 0COOCHO EKCTATUIHO CHCTOSHUE
W HaraspaT Oocu B »kapaBara. [[0BUKBaKM CHJIHO U HAacEYEHO, T€ Mpecuyar
Ha KPbCT )KapaBara U M0CJIe TaHIyBaT HAKOJIKO MUHYTH ChC CBELIEHUTE UKOHU
B pBIIe, 0e3 ma momydar obrapsuus. [1o BpemMe Ha HECTHHApCKAaTa UTPa OKOJIO
JKapaBaTa B KpbI' HEIPEKBCHATO OOMKAIAT My3UKAHTHTE ChC CBEIICHUS THITAH
Y HOCAYUTe ¢ MKOHMTE. Taka Te MassT CBEMICHOTO MPOCTPAHCTBO MO BpeMe Ha
Maru4ecKuTe JCHCTBUS Ha CBOCOOPA3HUTE [IaMaHH /WITH JKPHIIH/ .

Hecrunapu craBar Mbxe U 5k€HH OOMKHOBEHO OT €JJHHM ¥ CHIIH POJIOBE.
Te npenaBaT 1Mo HACIEACTBO CIIOCOOHOCTUTE HA MarM4ecKHs TaHII, KaTo Hai-
Ba)yKHA POJIA B TAXHATA OOIHOCT MMa [TIaBHATa HEeCTUHApKa. ToBa MpU3HaHUE TA €
MOJTyYHJia HOpaay U3KITIOUUTENIHATA CH PETTUTHO3HA eK3aJITalsl U CIIOCOOHOCTH
Ha memuyM /Illapanko, 1947/. 3aroBa xopara s MOYHTAT KaTO MarduecKu
MOCPEAHUK MEXIy TAX M OOXKEeCTBEHaTa BOJII Ha CBETLUUTE IOKPOBUTENH,
KOMUTO Ype3 Hesl u3puyar mpejacka3zaHus 3a II0J0pOAUETo, 3paBeTo, BOMHUTE,
cpa0ara Ha CEMENCTBOTO.

[Topanu 3aTBOpEHUs KPBI' HA IOCBETEHUTE B TE3U MUCTEPUU U YCTHOTO
IpeAaBaHe Ha TPAJUIUATA CAMO MEXKIY POTHUHHU U OJH3KH, HIMA CHXPAaHEHU
JIOCTaThYHO CTapd H3BOPH 32 HECTHMHAPCTBOTO. Hali-paHHOTO W3BECTHO
CBHJICTEJIICTBO 32 TSIX € CBBP3aHO C OBIrapckara CpPeJHOBCKOBHA HCTOPHS
mo BpeMeTo Ha map bopun /1207-1218r/ Huxos, 1912/. B Cunonuka Ha
Bopun, m3nageH mpe3 1211 BB Bpb3Ka C NPOBEACHHS IBPKOBEH CHOOP
cpelry OOTOMHIJICTBOTO M BCHYKHM €pETHIM MMa CIIC[HaJIeH TEKCT, HacOouBalll
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KbM TOPHUIIAHMETO HAa HECTUHAPCKUTE PUTyalld. A B I0O-HOBO BpeME KbM
HETrO0 TPOSIBSIBAJIA OTPHUIIATEIIHOTO OTHOIICHHE OQHUIMATHUTE XPHCTHUSHCKH
WHCTUTYIIMA M OCOOCHO CBBbp3aHUTE ¢ ['pbllkaTa marpuapiius, opuiraicH
TpEICTaBUTEN HA TipaBocinaBrueTo B OcMaHcKaTa UMIEpHst 10 Ch3/aBaHETO Ha
boearapckara ex3apxus npe3 1870 . Te ro ompenensiiu ro xkaro “epec”, KOETO
€ HAJIOXHWJIO MHOTO CKPOMEH M HEHATpaluyuB PEKBHU3HUT, a 3a MOCTHTaHE Ha
Maru4ecKuTe MPOHHUIIAHMS CE PA3UNTA U3LSIIO HA TPOPOUYECKUTE Bh3MOKHOCTH
Ha MEJIMyM Ha TJIaBHATa HeCTUHapKa ApHaynos, 1971/.

3aroBa Xopara s TOYMTAT KaTo Maruyecku IOCPEIHUK MEXIY TAX
W CBETLUTE TOKPOBUTENM 3a TMpeAcKa3aHUsl CBbpP3aHU C IJIOJOPOJUETO,
3[paBeTO, BOWHUTE, Chadara Ha ceMmeilcTBara UM.JlyxbT, B MMETO Ha KOMTO
HECTUHAPUTE BEIIAsIT OBbJCIIE WU Ta/IasT 3a 37paBe, YCIeX U Jp. € Hall-4eCcTo
Cs. Kocrantun. Heroara nkoHa 3aeMa Hail-IIO4€THOTO MSICTO B IMapakiuca Ha
IJIaBHAaTa HECTHHApPKA, TS ¢ Hal-00oraTo ykpaceHa ¢ MoHeTH W 1BeTs. Ha Cs.
KoHcTaHTHH ca TIOCBETEHH M CICHUAIHA OOpPEJHNW HECTUHAPCKH IMECHH, TOH
€ BHJICHHETO, KOETO TMOJy4YaBaT HECTHHAPUTE TIPH EK3ITHUYHOTO MPHXBaIaHe
B TaHIIa BbpPXY kapaBara. Ha Hero ca mocBereHu cOOpOBETE — NMPa3HUIINTE Ha
BCHYKH HECTUHAPCKH Cela.

Jamm ToBa mpennountanue Ha KoHcTaHTWH Bennkn mma Hemo o0mo
C UCTOpHYECKaTa JIMYHOCT Ha cBeTena. HambiIHO BB3MOXKHO € TO Ja € Owiio
BTOPUYHO BHECEHO B TO-CTapara 0OpeTHOCT mopaaud OIM30CTTa Ha HETOBUTE
uaeu U JeHCcTBUA 3a mounTaHe Ha KyaTta kbM CibHIETo /Xenuoc/ u MuTtpa.
Kynta kpM nepcuiicko-mManoa3suickoTo 00KecTBO OUJl CHITHO pa3nmpocTpaHeH
B Pumckara umnepus ciies kpast Ha | Bek.Toil € M3MCKBaJI CTPOT MOCT U TEKKH
W3TMHUTaHMs 32 HETOBHUTE IMOYMTATENIM, MUHABAaHE IMPE3 OI'bH W BOJA, TNAJ U
JKaXK]1a, KOUTO BOJAETH KbM OCBOOOXKICHHUE OT IPEXOBe M 00IIyBaHe ¢ Oora upe3
MHCTHYECKH IIepeMOHUH. bIu30ocTTa ¢ HECTHHAPCTBOTO € OYeBUAHA. Taka Te ce
MpHOJIMKABAT MHOTO JIO CTPOTHS ACKETU3hM M TIPABSITHOCT Ha XPUCTUSHCTBOTO,
HO 3ara3BaT CHMBOJHMKaTa ¥ MHCTEPHAITHOCTTa, HACOYCHH KBM JTyXOBHO
cpBbpiIeHcTBO. M Koncrantun Benuku e mposiBsBasl ToBa pasznBoeHue. Toit
npuema MoHorpama Ha Mcyc Xpucroc Karo CUMBOJ Ha CBOATA apMus, HO
3arasBa BbpXy CEYCHHTE OT HET0 MOHEeTH o0pa3a Ha cipHYeBHs Oor. [Toutn 1o
CMBPTTA CU TOW OTKPUTO nouuta Xeauoc U Murpa, a HEropara peauruo3Ha
MOJINTUKA CE OTIMYaBA C ChC CHOTBETHATA JIBOMCTBEHOCT M TOJIEPAHTHOCT.
HoBous0panara crosiuua Ha uMmnepusitTa KOHCTaHTHHOTION € yKpaceHa C KOJIOC
Ha Xenroc, a HEroBUs IPa3HUK € 00SIBEH 3a BCEOOIIl, TAYeH U OT XPUCTHSIHUTE.
BeposTHO MMEHHO Ta3u TOJNepaHTHA TMOJIUTHKA 32 BHUMATEITHOTO HHTETPUpPAHE
Ha CTapUTE W HOBU PEIUTHO3HU HJICH € IPUYKMHA 32 ChXPAHSIBAHETO JBIOOKO B
HapOJIO -TICHXOJIOTHATA Ha HECTUHAPUTE B KpaiOpexkHa CTpaH/Ka Ha €IMH T10-
CTap Jyann3bM Ha KYITOBETE, KBACTO HA PABHU Hadaja )KMBEe TOYMTAHETO Ha
XPUCTHUSIHCTBOTO U OOXKECTBEHOTO CI'BHIIE C HETOBUTE OTHEHU TaWHCTBA.
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Tsonya Drageva

CONSTANTINE THE GREAT, THE CULT OF SUN AND FIRE AND BULGARIAN
MAGIC RITUAL — NESTINARSTVO /DANCE ON LIVE EMBERS/

Constantine the Great was well-bred in a family background of religious tolerance. His

father, the emperor Constancey Hlor was a devout admirer of the New Platonic philosophi-
cal systems and the cult of Sun. Indisputably influenced by his father the young Constantine
had inclination for ancient monotheistic cults such as Thracian Orphism and the Mithraism
of Asia Minor, which associates him with Christianity. Although Constantine transforms
Christianity into a state religion, almost until the end of his life he had lived up to the Solar
cult. The Sun God was most often portrayed on the verso of his coins. It was mentioned in
the sources that he had been a member of a mystical society of the initiated, associated with
the cult of sun and fire. Most likely that dualism of his religious-philosophical views was
inherited and preserved in the unique Bulgarian magic ritual nestinarstvo.
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It is no accident that the nestinarstvo, the most unique Bulgarian magic ritual is pre-
served even to this day, namely in Burgas Region, in the Strandja Mountains where had
been discovered most of the megalithic monuments of 3 — 1 millenium B.C. and relics of
unique Thracian sanctuaries associated with the Goddess-Mother-Earth and the God Sun.
It is absolutely unknown for other parts of Bulgaria, as well as for all Europe. It is also per-
formed by anastenarides, descendants of Hellenized Thracians displaced from that region
of Thrace after the war between Greece and Turkey. Its millenary practicing is connected
with Bulgarian ethnographic group rouptsi living in about 25 villages in the east part of
the Strandja Mountains. The ecstatic dance of barefoot men and women on the embers had
turned to an emblematic symbol of Bulgarian ritual folklore nowadays.

In the dance of nestinari /fire-dancers/, who are original Bulgarian shamans, remote
reminiscences of ancient Thracian religious practices of magic dedication are detected. They
have been inserted in Christian festal culture under the auspices of Sveti Konstantin and
Elena /St St Constantine and Helena/, therefore the culmination of nestinari’s dances happen
every year on 21 may, according to chronology before our era and on 3 June according to
chronology of our era.

Through the closed circle of the initiated into those mysteries and the verbal delivering
of the tradition only between dear and near there are not preserved old enough sources about
the nestinarstvo. The earliest known evidence about them known for the time being is associ-
ated with Bulgarian medieval history at the time of tsar Boril (1207 — 1218). The Synodical
of Boril issued in 1211 in connection with the implemented church council against Bogomil
movement and all the heretics, contains a special text turning to nestiinari's rituals.
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