Anuya I'opruescka

KHM>KEBHU U EITUTPA®CKU CBEJOILITBA 3A
PAHOXPUCTHUJAHCKA XEPAKJIEA

AHTHYKHOT rpaj Xepakiieja JIMHKeCTHC ce Haola BO HeITocpegHa Oau3uHa
Ha butona, on Herosara jyskHa crpaHa. CMeCTeH BO IUIOZIHATa paMHHHA, CEBEPHO
3amtuteH of baba rulannHa u pekndkara CrBa Bojia Of jy)KHaTa CTpaHa, HU3
Hea IOMHHYBaJ HajII03HATHOT I1aT Ha KiackuyHata eroxa Bua Ernarua, Bpckarta
Ha JaapaHckoTo co Erejckoro kpajopex;je.

HacranokoT Ha 0BOj Haj3HAYaeH rpaj BO aHTHYKa MakeoHHja ce Bp3yBa
3a umeto Ha Owmmn I MakenoHcku, Bo cpeauHaTa Ha [V Bek.ILH.e.

ITo 3aBpuIyBameTO Ha PIMCKO - MAaKeJOHCKUTE BOjHU cynOMHATa Ha Ma-
KE/IOHHja € Opa3eHa BO PUMCKOTO MOTO IITO YCICITHO Oelle MpUMEHyBaHO
npen u nortoa ,,divide et impera®. Pumjanute ja nenar MakemoHuja Ha YeTHPU
Mepuau. Xepakiea € Bo 4 Mepua.

Bo pumMcko -miapckuoT nepuoz Xepakiea € MupHo rparye Ha Bua Erna-
THa, CBPTEHO KOH CBOjaTa MeTaMop(o3a 3a CI0jyBambe Ha CTAPUTE U3BOPHU UH-
CTUTYLIMH CO 3allaHUTEe PUMCKH ITpaBUiia Ha OpraHu3alnyja Ha JpikaBara.

Kaxko rpaj co nmoBekeBeKoBHa IpaJicka TpaJHlija TH UMa HEOIXOIHHUTE
rpaadu mro My naBaar TakBo obenexje: Tepmu, [lopTuk-cyaanma komy copu-
CTHIIUPAH U3IJIEA My J1aBaaT CTUXOBUTE Ha XeCHOI U3BEICHH O AeT0TO ,,Jlena
U OHU, a mocBeTeHN Ha Oorot 3eBc u [IpBajara W MapKaHTHHOT Tearap, ce
OpOjHU OKA3aTeNHN JIeKa Ha OBa TIIO CO BEKOBHU KMBOTOT HMaJl BHCOKOKYITYpHA
JTUMEH3Mja.

HajcnaBHHOT mepHon o7 CBOETO MOCTOEHE Xepakiea To TOXKHUBYBA BO
BPEMETO Ha yTBPIYBAkETO HA XPUCTHjaHCTBOTO KAaKO JpyKaBHA PEJIUTHja, KOTa
rpajioT CTaHyBa CEAUIITE HA STTMCKOIHUja. 3a Toa HajJ00po CBEI0YH TOMEHOT Ha
SIMCKOITUTE 32 HUBHO Y4eCTBO Ha IpkoBHUTEe CoOOpH.

I'pamor nobusa ¢Gu3HMOHOMMjAa Ha TUIMYCH XPUCTHjaHCKU TPajJ CO CUTE
KapakTepUCTUYHH 00jexTH. JK1BH CBeOIM ce aHCaMOIIOT Ha HEMTOBTOPIJIMBO y0a-
BUTE apXUTEKTOHCKM Ipanou; Mana 6a3minka, ['onema 6asnnmka, Enmckorncka
pesuaeHIrja co OpojHUTe Mo3auny u ['pajicka yemma nogurHara mo mosox 35
TOIMHY OJf BIIICCHHETO Ha CHEPTUIHUOT UMITepPaTop JyCTHHM]aH.
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Enuckomure on Xepakieja, on IV-VI B.H.e. ce crioMeHyBaaT He caMo Ha
NIOMECHUTEC, TYKY U Ha BCCJICHCKUTC COGOpI/I, AYypH U HaraTyu Kako 3aMCHHUIU
Ha COJYHCKHOT EIFCKOII IITO YKa)KyBa Ha 3HaUajHOCTa Ha XepakyiejcKaTa ern-
CKOTIHja ¥ aKTHBHOCTA Ha XEPaKIICjCKUTE CTTUCKOMH! .

[IpBuTE muIIaHU CBEJOIITBA 32 XPHCTHjaHCTBOTO HA HAIIEBO MOIpadYje
moyHyBaar co HukejckuoT koHIm Bo 325 roguna. O OKOIy TPUCTOTE SIMTUCKOITH
coOpanu Bo Hukeja mo3HaTH ce IMUbaTa Ha HajMalKy TPOjia O MaKeJOHCKOTO
noapadje u Toa Anexcannap ox Conys, Jakyc og Ckynu u Bynuoc ox Crobu.
He e mo3naro gamu Ha 0BOj coOOp INTO pacipaBal 3a apHjaHcakara epec yde-
CTBYBaJI €MUCKON Ofl Xepakjea 3aroa IITO BO TOj MEPHOA 3a *aJl opaau pa-
CIIETIOT HA XPHUCTHjaHCKHUOT CBET M BUCTHHCKHUTE OOpOM Mely apujaHIUTe H
KaTOJIMIINTE, BO U3BOPHUTE CE CIIOMHYBAaaT caMO WMHba Ha ENHCKOIUTE, a He
MecTara of] KaJie 1To fgoalaar.

3aroa mak Beke Bo 343 romuna Ha CobopoT oapxkan Bo Cepauka, co CH-
TYPHOCT ce 3Hae Jieka Mel'y pexuIiaTa emucKkony o MakenoHuja yIecTBYBaI U
enuckonoT EBarpuj on Xepakiea. [loronema yinora MakeJOHCKUTE €MUCKOIHU U
Toa mocebHO XepakiejcKUTe KaKko COjy3HHIIM Ha MaraTa uMalie Ha TpeTHOT Bee-
neHcku cobop Bo Edec Bo 431 ronuHa.

Nmeto Ha enuckonor KBUHTWMIM] ce cpekaBa Ha cieqHHOT BceneHcku
Cobop onpxan Bo Edec Bo 449. ronuna. Enuckonujara Xepakiea Mopa ia Ou-
JIa CO TOJIEeMO 3Ha4YeHe IITOM HEj3HHHOT EMHCKON TO 3acTaIlyBasl OYHITICIHO
OTCYTHHOT COJIYHCKH €MHUCKOIl AHACTacHj.

VYire moronema Owmiia yorara Ha XepakJejCKHOT €MHCKOI Ha YeTBPTUOT
Bcenencku cobop Bo XankenoH Bo 451. ronrHa Ha KOj ce pacipasalio 3a Tpa-
LIakbeT0 Ha MOHO(PHU3UTU3MOT. Mefy ocyMTe yyecHHLH 0J MakeoHHja Kako
HajyIJIeleH ce CIIOMHYBa MOBTOPHO MMeTO Ha KBUHTMIIN], KOj HAacTaIryBaja BO
HCTa yJiora Kako M Ha IPKOBHUOT co6op Bo Edec Bo 449. romuna, Bo 3aMeHa 3a
COJIYHCKHOT €IHCKON AHACTacH].

W moBTOpHO enHCKONOT 0 Xepakiieja ce CIIOMEHYBa HEKOJIKY TTaTH
Ha IPKOBHUOT coOop Bo Llapurpan Bo 553. ronnHa v Toa Kako MOCPETHUK Mery
coboport u nanata. Enuckonor no ume benurnyc Bo padorara Ha coO0OpOT ro
3aMEHyBaJl OTCYTHHOT COJIYHCKH enuckon Mmja.

Ceto0 0OBa caMO IIOTBPIyBa JIeKa EMUCKOIICKOTO CEAUIITEe Xepakieja nMa-
710 ToceOHO 3HaYeH-E U Mo3UIMja BO MakenoHuja.

O,Z[FOBOpHI/I 3a 3EMCKHUOT U AYXOBHHOT XUBOT Ha nyfeTo, HUMHBA Ha CIIN-
CKOTIH 07 Xepakiea ce CpeTHyBaaT Ha TOKYMEHTH Of CakpajeH, HO U Ha J0-
KYMEHTH O] CBETOBEH KapakTep. Taka XepakiejcKHOT eMUCKOIl, 32 BpeMe Ha
Hae3znara Ha OcTporoTute BO V BEK HEKOE BpeME UM IIOMara Ha HAaCEJICHUETO
Ha XepakJjiea Jja TH [IpeXHBee HalaIuTe Ha KeCTOKHOT Teomopux U BCyITHOCT
r“Ma KJIy4Ha YJIOra BO HEM3BECHUTE MUTOBH 3a IPafioT.

Onucor Ha Manx e Bakos: ,,...[ oTkako mpatH, 110jie Bo Xepakiea BO
Maxkenonrja. A apxuepejot (eMUCcKoIoT) BO TOj rpaj Hemy (Ha Teomopuk) u Ha

1 A. Gjorgievska, The early christianitu at Heraclea Luncestis, Acta Congressus

internationalis XIV Archaeologiae christianae, Citta del vaticano Pontificio instituto di ar-
chaeologia christiana, Vien 2006,873-882
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Cn. 1. I'pagcka yecma
Fig. 1. City fountain

BOjCKaTa MM HCIIpaTH MHOTYOPOjHH U pa3HOBHIHU HapoBU. Ta Taka Teomopux ja
OCTaBH ceTa 3eMja HeorpabeHa U CO HUIITO Ha )KUTEIHUTE TaMy HE UM HAIITETH,
TYKy MIJIOCTHBO TH OCTaBH JIyT€TO JIa )KUBEar... 2

Cropen packaKyBameTO Ha MaJx, eIMHCTBEHO JIMIIE IITO IPAaBH HEIITO
3a TPasioT € CMUCKOIIOT, He C€ CIIOMHYBAaT HUKAKBH JIPYTH JIMYHOCTH O yIIpa-
Bata Ha rpanot. [lonaramy Maix mpomomxysa: ,,...bunejkn ympe cectpa my
(na Teomopux) U ja 3aKoIa, OBa UM ro Kaxka Kora ce cperHa kaj CuauMyHI, Ha
Xepaknejiure mTo U30eraa o rpajgoT U ce yHaTHja KOH IBPCTO CO3HJaHATa
TBpJMHA: JeKa 0apa Ja My ce HCIPaTH IoJIeMO KOJIMYECTBO KUTO U BHHO 3a
Jla ©Ma BOjcKara Kora ke ofu mo mnar. Tue mak My oAroBopHja Jieka HUIITO He
MOXAT J]a UM Jajar....J1a Beliea AeKa M Toa IITO MajJKy ro uMaie Oemie uM ce
MOTPOILIIIIO BO ICHOBUTE Kora Oea Bo TBpIuHATa. Toj MHOTY Ce pa3rHEBH H IO
3amaid HajroJIEeMHOT A€ O TPajaoT, TH yOu MaxkuTe (To OIyCcTe TpaJoT of Ma-
KH) ¥ TPT'HA ITOTIPEKy. Ja moBe/ie BojcKara Mo TEIIKOMPOOIHIOT B TECEH IaT KOH
Taka Bukanunot Hos Enwp, no mar mycromenie u mpoTepyBarie‘.

OcBeH OBHE KHIKCBHH HMH(OpPMAIMU 32 PaHOXPUCTHjaHCKa Xepakiea
nMa ¥ enurpaCKu MOTBpAM3. YIITE IBajia CNHCKONH Ce J0/aBaaT KOH Xe-
pakiejckure. Enuckon JoBan on HarmucoT Ha DOHTaHATa U €MUCKOIIOT JoBaH
(ITaxomu;j) Ha KanuTenoT. (ci.1)

Ha vennara crpana Ha oHTaHaTa MUITYBA!

2 TIpeson Ha I-p Becna KanmakoBcka

3 B. Kanmakoscka, A. Topruescka, JKusomom 6o Xepaknea Jlunkecmuc npexy enu-
epaghckume cnomenuyu, butona, 2003
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Ci. 2. Kanuten ca MOHOrpaMoM

Fig. 2. Capitol with a monogram

Ca. 3. HaaroOHu crioMeHuK npe3BuTepa

Fig. 3. Gravestone of a presbyter

,»B0 35 romuHa o BiaAeeHETO HA HAjMo-
O60kHHIOT rocnionap Ham dnasuj JycTHHUjaH U BO
BPEMETO Ha CECBETHOT U CEOIaXEHUOT EIHCKOI
JoBaH HampaBeHa ¢ ()OHTaHa Ha TPAIOT BO MECEI]
CENTEMBpPH, IECETTH JIeH, ECETTH MHIANKTHOH 4

HajBepojaTrHo ©MeTO Ha UCTHUOT enuUcKoI Jo-
BaH ([Taxomuj) e 3anuIaHo U BO MOHOTPaMOT Ha
elIeH KamuTe 5. (ci.2)

Nwmeto na pesButepot Enmudannj (Teodan)
KCTO TaKa HU € TI03HATO O] eMUTpad)CKu CIIOMEHUK.
Harnucor mmacu:

,Ycroumen Ha borojaBmenunero XprcToBo
Emudannj (Teodan) mpe3BUTEPOT ... IPUMU YIITE
Ha 3eMja IMOYECEH BEHEIl, I1a CE MPECENTH Of OBO]
JKUBOT CO CHTE J1a TO o4eKyBa Bockpecenmero®.
(cn.3)

CranyBa 300p 3a HaarpoOCH CIIOMEHUK.
JlmgHOTO MME HEe My € HaBeIeHO, OCTaHyBa TOA
Jla ce MPENOo3Hae CIope]] HOYETOKOT Ha HATIHCOT.
JIBeTe MUba IITO TH HABEyBaMe CE MOYKHUTE Ba-
pHUjaHTH Kako OM MOXeIo Jia Oujie HErOBOTO MMES.

Bpojor Ha enurpadcku COMEHUIM OJf pa-
HOXPUCTHjaHCKHOT MEPHOJ € MolHe ockyaeH. Ce
OHA IITO HE € 3alUIIaHO BP3 KAMEH MOIIHE CIIH-
KOBUTO € IMPETCTABEHO BO PAHOXPUCTHjAHCKHTE
MO3aHIIH.

Hema comHeHme neka XepakiejCKUTE MoO-
3aUIU-BUCTHHCKHA pPEMEK Jejla IOKaKyBaaT TIo-
JIeMO MajCTOPCTBO, IIO3HABAakE HA CpXKTa HA
XpHUCTHjaHCKaTa Bepa W IIPAaKTHKYBambe HA KH-
BOTOT cropex Hea. On MpEeTCTaBUTE Ha OBHE MO-
3auy JoOWBaMe MpeTcTaBa 3a CHMOOJIUTE Ha
XPHUCTHjaHCTBOTO, IyPH U ITy3HH 32 OJ1a)KEHCTBOTO
O]l MaUeHWYKaTa CMPT 3a Bepara.

EnvHCTBEHHOT XpUCTHjAaHCKU HATIIHC HA MO3auK 0] Xepakieja ¢ HaTIu-
coT Bo ['onemara Ga3miiika mITo ro HOCH MUMETO Ha TOMECTHKOT BUHMKA U MO-
THUBOT TIOPaJH KOj BUHHMKA IO IPaBH MO3AMKOT. ,,JJomecTukoT BuHuka ro u3pa-
00TH 3apaay CBOUTE TperpemieHuja. 7(cm.4)

Harnuckure Ha Mo3aWuIUTe HE ce HEBOOOWYacHa rmojaBa, Meryroa Ka-
KO /Ia c€ HAMETHYBa MPALIAlkEeTO 30IITO HATIIMCOT € Ha JIATHHCKH ja3HK KOra

4 T. Janaxkuescku, Heraclea Lyncestis- @onmana, CTapoxpucTHjaHCKa apXeoIoruja
Ha Makenonuja, Cxomje 2003, 191-206

5 U. HuxonaeBuh- CrojkoBuh, Panosuszanmucka dexopamuena niacmuka y Make-
oonuju, Cpouju u L{pnoj I'opu, beorpan 1957, 41

6 B. Kammakoscka, A. lopfueBcka, Jéa neoGjasenu namnucu 00 Xepaxnea Jlun-
xecmuc* Ipunosu, XLI, IHY, butona, 2001, 127

7 T. Tomamesuh-L{BetkoBuh, Panosuzanmucku noonu mozauyu, beorpan 1978
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€ TIO3HATO JIKa BO JIOIIHHOT aHTUYKH U PaHO-
XPHCTHjAHCKHAOT TIEPHON TPEOBIAIyBa IIpe-
TEXHO TPYKHOT jaswK. EMHO om MOoXHHTE
pasMuciIyBama € n1eka ,,Cropen KaHOHHUTE
JIOHECeHn Ha o0Boj cobop (Bo Cepauka
Bo 347.r) apxuenmckornute Ha Wimpuk
Ouie pHUMCKM BHKAapHH apXHEIHCKOIN,
rako ox 379. I. TEpUTOPHjalTHO My TpHUIIa-
rane Ha VICTOYHOTO PUMCKO I[apCTBO, Taka
IITO COJYHCKHOT apXUCNUCKON OWi BU-
KapeH Ha pUMCKaTa CTOJNHIIA 32 JBETE HC-
TOYHOWIHPCKH nuene3n. Ho o BpemeTo Ha |
napot Teomocuj MakeTOHCKUTE SIMTUCKOIH Ce :
n3bopuja 3a cramyBame mof jypucauknuja Cu. 4. Benmca Ga3uiiKa, Haoc, IETab MO3ajka
na Ilarpujapumjara Bo KoHcTaHTHHONION . Fig. 4. Great basilica, the naos,

Ogoj mutar oxn JI-p MuxajlioBCKH € BHECEH a detail of the mosaic

3a J1a ce HaIroMeHe JeKa TaKBaTa MPUIaTHOCT
Ha apXHUETIHCKONHNTE MO)KeOU MMajia HeKoe
BIIMjaHHE BP3 Ja3MKOT Ha KOj € HAIUIIAH TeK-
CTOT OJ] MO3auKOTS,.

Iokpaj oBa, ABajua 071 32 HAC MTO3HATH-
T€ UMUHA HA XCPAKJICjCKUTE SIUCKOITH UMa-
ar natuHcku umumba Quintilius (449. r Ha
cobopot Bo Edec) u benurnyc (1a cobopot
Bo Koncrantunomnon). O6ara cromHatu
SMHUCKONM TH TIPETCTaByBalle Ha COOOpHUTE
CONYHCKHTE apxuemuckond. Emmckonor
benurno ro 3azeman cemMoTOo MecTO Mery
yiieHoBuTe Ha CoOOPOT 1ITO ce 00jacHyBa Oe3
COMHEHHE CO HEroBaTa JINIHOCT, 8 MOXXEOH U
CO HETOBOTO JIATHHCKO HOTEKJIO.

Criope/1 ConpKUHAaTa Ha CIIOMEHATHOT
HATIIAC TIOpaKara € coceMa BO AyXOT Ha Fig. 5. Military tombstone
XpUCTHjAaHCKaTa  I[PKOBHA  TpajuIuja.

[opakara WITO ja HOCH CONPXKH CMOTHUBCH TOH KAaKO M JAPYTUTE HATIHCU HA
Mo3aui, (3apaau 3aBeT ro U3paboTHja THE YK UMHbA T 3Hae bor).

Ha naarpoGumot ciomenuk Ha benenar, wnmu Benenar, numysa: ,,OBne
nexxu Benenatoc (koj Geme) koMec u IyKHHApH], Oemie Max 60ro0ojasimB, Ha-
POZEH MMOPOTHHK, TIOMOIITHUK HA BAOBUINTE, XPAaHHUTEN HAa CHPALH, CIIac Ha CH-
pomacu, 3aKpuIHUK Ha Oe3momuute; Hero mpumu ro Xpucre, Heka mpebua
Mery TBouTe cBeTuH. Ce yIIOKOU BO Mecell CeNTEMBPH 6, UHAUKTHOH. (CI1.5)

W Ha HaarpoOHHUOT CITIOMEHUK Ha BOJHUKOT CIYpKHj C€ CIIOMHYBA IITO
OWJI TOj BO HETOBHOT 38MCKH YKHBOT.

Ci. 5. BojHUuYKY HaArOOHU CIIOMEHUK

8 P. MuxajnoBcku, [lpecned na xpucmujanckama ucmopuja ua Ilenaconuja u
apxoepeume Xaepexnejcko - nenrazoncku, 36opauk Ha Tpynosu Ha JJHY -butona (1), XXXIII,
butona 1993
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Cn. 6. lInem u3 497-526. Ca. 7. Unem u3 497-526, nprex

Fig. 6. A helmet from the period of 497-526 Fig. 7. A helmet from
the period of 497-526, drawing

,»OBae nexu Crypkyj, koj Oelle BOjJHUK 10OpO To IOMHMHA BPEMETO Of-
PEIeHO 3a )KUBOT (OBa €) 3HaK KOra IPEMHHA BO OHOj KHBOT, HHIUKTHUOH 13,
Mecer jynu 29, neH 4eTBpTok Hero npumu ro Xpucte ia moYrBa 1Mo MOJIUTBHTE
Ha cBeTuTe AMHUH"

[IprucycTBOTO Ha NATHHCKUTE MMHEba HA HAATPOOHHUTE CIIOMEHHUITH Of
OBOj IEpUO YIITE MOBEKE TH IIOTBPIyBa HACTAHWUTE IITO C€ CIydyBalsle U Ouie
MIOBP3aHM CO COJTYHCKHMOT BHKapHjaT BO auerie3ara MIupuK BO IpenIMETHHOT
MIEPHUOI.

Harmucute ox paHOXPUCTHjAaHCKUOT MEPHOJ ja Opa3yBaaT XPHCTHjaH-
cKara COApKMHA M CUMOONMKA Ha JKUBOTOT, YKa)XyBaaT Ha MOCBETyBame Ha
Jn00pu Jena (XpUCTHjaHCKH JOOJIECTH) BO JKMBOTOT KakKo MOJTrOTOBKA 3a crace-
Hue. (1.6, 7)

Hdypu u BO cimy4aj xora Tpeba na ce KpeHe OpyiKje, Toa ce MpaBd BO
umeto Ha Xpucra. TUNHYEH IpUMep € HATIICOT Ha UIEMOT Ha elICH BOCH Be-
JHKOJOCTOJHUK, CO CIOJKU CO AeKopanuja Ha denHara crpaHad. [locebeH Har-
JACOK BO JIEKOpaIlMjaTa UMa PeIUTHO3HaTa TeMaTHka. [IpodumakTidako pemm-
THO3HaTa MOpaKa Ha YeITHHOT 00pad moceOHO ce MOKaKyBa MPEKy MOJIUTBHUTE
3a O0XKja IMOMOII, MHJIOCPINE W 3/IpaBje, KOWINTO YIaTyBaaT Ha JIUTYPTUCKU
TEKCTOBH.

KumxkeBHuTe 1 enurpadcKUTE CBEAOIITBA 32 PAHOXPHUCTHjaHCKa XeapKJie-
ja ¥ IOKpaj Toa IITO Ce MOIIHE CKPOMHH, CEIaK ce JOBOJIHH Jla ToOneMe jacHa
CJIMKa 3a XepaKJIejCKUTe rpalaHd KOM Ha CBOMTE IIJIEKH HOCEJKH ja aHTUKAaTa U
I'H Pa3ropyBaa MPBUTE KaHIWUIIIIA Ha XPUCTH]aHCTBO.

9 E. Mauesa, [Inem co cnojku 00 Xepaxnea, JKusa antuka, Cromje 1986,
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Anica Djordjievska

LITERARY AND EPIGRAPHIC REFERENCES OF THE EARLY-CHRISTIAN
HERACLEA

The ancient town Heraclea Lyncestis near Bitola experienced the most glorious pe-
riod of its existence at the time of establishing Christianity as a state religion, when this city
became the episcopal seat. The bishops of Heraclea in the period of IV-VI century A.D.,
Evagrius, Quintilius and Benignus, were mentioned not only in local but in the ecumenical
councils, as the deputies of the bishop of Thessaloniki.

We have to note that the number of epigraphic monuments from the Early-Christian
period is very small. Nevertheless, Early-Christian mosaics very picturesquely presented
what had not been written in the stone. The mosaics of Heraclea are undoubtedly real master-
pieces, showing great skill, comprehension of the essence of Christianity and knowledge of
practical life alongside the religion. Presentations in these mosaics make us acquainted with
Christian symbols and give us the image of the beatitude of martyr’s death for the faith.

Regarding the contents of the inscription, its message is fully in the spirit of Christian
ecclesiastical tradition. The message has an emotional tone, like all the other inscriptions on
the mosaics.

The inscription on the tombstone of Benenat or Venenat reminds us of what he used to
be like in this world’s life. The presence of Latin names on the tombstones from this period
confirms the historical events connected with the Thessaloniki vicary within the Diocese of
Ilyricum.

Modest as they are, the literary and epigraphic references of the Early-Christian
Heraclea are sufficient for grasping a clear picture about the inhabitants of Heraclea who,
while carrying Antiquity on their backs, flared up the first icon lamps of Christianity.



